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NOTE ON THE CONTENTS. 



This document begins with a general report of the Frieon Commiasion- 
ers, which briefly aummarizeB the ordinary affaire, but notes particnlarly 
important changeB in legislation or maDagement during the year. That 
part of the report also includes such recommendations and suggestions as 
it seems desirable to briog to the atteDtion of the General Court. 

The eabdiviaions containing the details of this document are briefly aum- 
marized as follows : — 

State Prison, with report of warden and other offlcers, 1 

Massachusetts Keformatory, with report of superintendent and physiciaD, . 30 
Reformatory Prison for Women, with report of superintendent and other 

officers 37 

Jails and houses of correction, 49 

Statistics of prisoners, with crimes, sentences, ages, etc., .... 60 

Statistics of arrests 88 

Scatislics of cases taken on probation, 91 

Criminal prosecutions, with murder trials and statistics of all crimes, . . 101 

Industries, with account of malting; goods for public use 120 

Libraries in all pi'isons 137 

Report of agent for aiding discharged prisoners, 129 

Keport of agent for aiding discharged female prisoners, .... 131 

Alphabetical index, 138 

The statistics relating particularly to the State Frison and reformatories 
are iocluded in the respective reports of the warden and superiDteDdeuts. 
Statistics that are common to all prisons will be found in the general tables. 
The index contains a reference to every separate topic of the report. 
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BTAU HoDM, Boston, Jn. 7. IMO. 

To Ike Honorable the Senate and the House of BepresetUatives in General Court 
assembled : 
The Board of Prison Commissioners re8pectfully submits its 
fourth annnal report, which relates to the year that began Oct. 1, 
1903, and ended Sept. 30, 1904. The separate reports on institu- 
tions give itemized information concerning the condition of the 
prisons ; and detailed statements as to arrests, probation, and all 
criminal matters are set forth under special heads in this report. 

During the period above named there were committed under sen- 
tence to all prisons 29,694 persons, and this was an increase of 
2,350 as compared with the preceding year. On Sept. 30, 1904, 
there remained in custody 6,890 persons, — 221 more than were 
held at the close of the year before. Of this number, 338 were 
awaiting trial, being 33 less than were held in that way last year. 

The whole number of arrests in all tlie cities and towns for the 
year was 113,162, being an increase over the preceding year of 
6,734, This increase was almost wholly accounted for by the 
larger number of arrests for drunkenness in the cities, which 
amounted to 65,268, — an increase of 6,287. In the towns there 
was an increase in the total arrests, but a decrease of 522 in the 
number arrested for drunkenness. 

The particulars as to criminal prosecutions will be found in the 
tabulated statements in later pages of the report; and it there 
appears that in the superior court the cases begun and pending 
amounted to 8,822, which was 167 more than in 1!)03. There were 
117,868 cases before the police, municipal and district courts and 
trial justices in the year, and 62,658 sentences were imposed by 
them. The number of sentences in the superior court was 2,504, 
— a slight decrease from last year. 
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The figures show that there was an increase of 650 in the number 
of cases disposed of by being placed in the care of the probation 
officer in the police, municipal and district courts. There was also 
an increase of 147 in the number of cases that were treated in this 
way by the superior courts. 

Chapter 363 of the Acts of 1904 revised the law relative to the 
religious instruction of prisoners so that it reads as follows : — 

An inmate of any prison or other place of confinement or public char- 
itable or reformatory institution shall not be denied the free exercise of his 

religious belief and the liberty of worshipping God according to the dic- 
tates of his conscience, in the place where he is confined ; and he shall not 
be required to attend any other service or religious instruction other than 
that of his own religious belief : provided, that religiotts services and in- 
structions of bis own belief are regularly held at the institution ; and he 
may, in illness, upon request to the warden, keeper or master, receive the 
visits of any clergyman whom he may wish. The officers and boards of 
officers who have the management and direction of such institutions shall 
make such regulations as may be necessary to carry out the intent and pro- 
visions of this section. The provisions of this section shall not be so con- 
strued as to impair the discipline of any such institution, so far as may be 
needful for the good government and safe custody of its inmates, nor pre- 
vent the assembling of all the inmates, who do not attend a regolarly held 
religious service of their own belief, in the chapel thereof for such general 
religious instruction, inclading the reading of the Bible, as the board hav- 
ing chaise of the institution considers expedient. 

In conformity with the requirements of the act, the Prison Com- 
missioners adopted the following regulation: "Whenever a pris- 
oner is committed to a prison where religious services of more than 
one belief are held, such prisoner shall be asked to elect the service 
he will attend ; and he will be required to attend such service regu- 
larly during the term of his imprisonment. In case the prisoner 
declines to make such election, he shall be required to attend such 
service as may be designated by the warden, superintendent, mas- 
ter or keeper, as the case may be," This act made no change in the 
State Prison, because for many years the plan proposed by the 
above-quoted law and rule has been substantially followed at that 
place. In the Massachusetts Reformatory and the Reformatory 
Prison for Women, and in such of the jails and houses of correc- 
tion as liave two religious sen'ices, the act has been carried into full 
effect. 
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State Prison. 
At the beginning of the year there were 812 prisoners at the 
State Prison, and at the end of the year there were 872 in custody 
there. The population at that place now exceeds the single-ceil 
capacity of the main buildings. It has been necessary for the 
greater part of the jgbx to occupy all the rooms in the building 
provided in 1894 for the separate imprisonment of such convicts as 
could not safely be kept at work in the congregate workshops. The 
building has not been needed to any great extent for its original 
purpose, and it is therefore available for the accommodation of the 
overflow from the cell blocks. The rooms in the separate building 
are large and well lighted, and when the crowded condition makes 
it unavoidable that two-prisoners stiall be kept in one cell, as is the 
case at Charlestown from time to time, these rooms are used for that 
purpose instead of the old cells. But the law expressly requires 
that there shall be aa many separate cells as there are prisonei's ; 
and if the present rate of commitments to the State Prison continues, 
and there is no marked lessening of the number of sentences, or 
shortening of the terms imposed by the courts, it will be necessary 
to enlarge the accommodations of the prison. It would be unwise, 
however, to make any further extension of the old buildings at 
Charlestown. The prison is now in good condition, in regard to all 
matters of discipline, and nearly all the prisoners have some work. 
But there are nevertheless some conditions, due to the situation of 
the buildings and their inadequacy, that prevent the carrying out of 
some plans that might be put into operation if more space and more 
modern fiteilities could be provided. The proximity of this place to 
the railroad must have a harmful effect upon some of the prisoners, 
and the restricted area of the yard prevents the enlargement of the 
workshops. It is not the purpose, however, to recommend that a 
new prison shall be constructed unless it can be provided substan- 
tially without expense to the State. But whenever the prison 
property now owned by the Commonwealth in Charlestown shall 
become so valuable for business purposes as to be salable for a rea- 
sonable price, the State Prison should be established where ample 
space can be provided for large and commodious workshops, in 
which industries that do not involve the use of machinery may be 
extended and amplified, and where emjjloyment on the land may 
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be available for all prisoaers wlio can with advantage be engaged in 
that work. 

No changes have been made in the buildings, but the extension 
of one of the shops, mentioned in the last report, has been com- 
pleted. The room for the exhibit of prison-made articles has been 
fitted up, and samples of all goods for public use made in any of the 
prisons can now be inspected at the State Prison. This department 
has proved to be of great convenience to the purchasing officers of 
the different public institutions. 

Chapter 303 of the Acts of 1904, which was based upon the recom- 
mendation of the commissioners', changed the law relative to the 
punishment of habitual criminals so that it now reads as follows : — 

Whoever hoe been twice convicted of crime and has been sentenced and 
committed to prison in this or another state, or once in this and once or 
more in another state, Tor terms of not less than three years each, and does 
not show that he has been pardoned for either crime on the ground that he 
was innocent, shall, upon conviction of a felony in this Commonwealth, be 
considered an habitual criminal and be punished b; imprisonment in the 
state prison for the maximum term provided by law as a penalty for the 
felony for which he is then to he sentenced. 

This act was approved on May 6, 1904, and in the following 
month a prisoner who had twice before been sentenced to the State 
Prison was convicted of the crime of breaking and entering, and 
given the m&ximum penalty of twenty years. The last sentence 
under the old law was imposed late in December, 1903, upon a 
prisoner who was already under sentence in the State Prison. Dur- 
ing the year 4 prisoners serving terms as habitual criminals were 
given permits to be at liberty by the Governor and Council. One 
prisoner so released was returned for violating the terms of his per- 
mit, and 13 habitual criminals now remain under sentence. 

MasmchuiettM Reformatory. 
The Massachusetts Reformatory had 51 more prisoners at the end 
of the year than were held Oct. 1, 1903. The number on Sept. 
30 was 954; but, unlike the State Prison, the institution is not 
crowded ; it has separate cell capacity for more than a tJiousand 
prisoners, and it is not probable that this number will be exceeded 
in the near future. 
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When the reformatory was opened, a great many prisoners were 
committed for the offence of drunkenness. In recent years the 
namber of commitmente for that offence has diminished, but there 
are still received some cases of that kind that might well be disposed 
of otherwise. It might be advisable also to discontinue the practice 
of sending cases of stubbornness to the reformatory, unless, as hap- 
pens in some instances, that term is merely nsed to cover offences 
of a more serious name. A boy convicted of stubbornness simply, 
seems liardly a fit subject for the refonnatory, wliich was intended 
as a place for the correction of persons convicted of crime. It often 
happens that, when the parents appear against a stubborn boy, they 
get the impression that if sent to Concord he will be held only a 
short time, and that they can readily obtain his release upon appli- 
cation to the commissioners. There is so much misapprehension of 
this sort that it seems advisable to restate the method of obtaining 
a release from the reformatory. 

In the first place, the law provides that a prisoner may obtain a 
release from the reformatory when it appears to the Prison Com- 
missioners that he has reformed. And it is further stated that the 
commissioners sliall make rules for dealing with these prisoners 
according to their conduct and industry. By the law, these rules 
must be approved by the Governor and Council. Under the regu- 
lations covering the release, all .prisoners sentenced for felony are 
required to serve for at least twelve months, with a perfect record, 
and all for misdemeanors at least nine months. Many of them are 
held a longer time, on account of the loss of marks and for various 
infractions of the rules, but as far as permits by the commissioners 
are concerned, none serves a shorter time. 

Constant occupation is provided for all the inmates, either in tak- 
ing care of the buildings, in the workshops or in the trade schools. 
In fiict, every prisoner who requires instruction, either in the trade 
schools or in the evening schools, is given an opportunity to im- 
prove himself as far as possible during his detention at this place. 
The prisoners who work in the third grade are necessarily deprived 
of many of the privileges granted to the other inmates ; but, as the 
rules provide that a man may earn his release from the third grade 
by one month of good conduct, the deprivation of privileges need 
not last long. The use of the separate workrooms has been con- 
tinued for the discipline of prisoners who could not be readily cor- 
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Tected by loss of marks, and whose offences were not of such an 
aggravated nature as to warrant imprisonment in a punishment cell. 
The use of the single workroom in this way has often avoided a 
reduction to the third grade. 

In the superintendent's report there is a reference to some changes 
and improvements that are needed at the reformatory ; and it is 
recommended that the sum of $6,000 be granted for repainting the 
iron work of the institution, for repairing the ■mill, for the removal 
of some farm buildings, and for making needed repairs on the houses 
occupied by the subordinate oflBcers, and the walks adjacent to them. 

Reformatory Prison for Women. 

There has been a substantial diminution of the number of prisoners 
in the Reformatory Prison for Women, which had 219 prisoners at 
the beginning of the year, and only 190 on Sept. 30, 1904. The 
usual routine of employments has been followed throughout the 
year, and there has been no change in the methods. A few years 
ago the plan of keeping women in a separate department, known as 
" probation," for one month or two months after their admission, 
was discontinued, and during this year the method that was substi- 
tuted for that plan has been systematized and refined to make it 
more serviceable to the requirements of the individual cases. At 
present a prisoner on her commitment is kept apart from the other 
inmates only for such a time as the physician thinks it may be 
necessary to keep her under special observation as to her physical 
and mental condition. The department in which this detention 
takes place is now known as the hospital annex, and is constantly 
under the supervision of the physician and her assistants. Whenever 
the physician reports that a prisoner can be safely put into the con- 
gregate part of the prison, the superintendent orders the removal 
and assignment to work. This exp^nation is given here because it 
does not appear to be clearly understood by court officials that it is 
now, several years since the general use of the probation rooms was 
«ntirely abandoned. 

The work of the sewing school has been continued, and in some 
instances has shown gratifying results. All the industrial features 
of the reformatory are established with a view to teaching habits of 
industry, and imparting such knowledge of work as may be bene- 
ficial to the inmates on their relea.se. 
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When the office of treasurer and steward of the Reformatory 
I^8on for "Women was abolished, in 1883, an appointment of a 
steward by the superintendent was authorized. No such appoints 
ment was ever made, however, and last year the Legislature repealed 
the law on that subject. 

The superintendent calls attention to the need of repairs on the 
driveways, and it is recommended that the sum of $3,000 be appro- 
priated for making such repairs as are required to put them in good 
condition. 

Many years ago, when the act authorizing the expenditure for 
aiding discharged female prisoners was passed, it was intended to 
cover the Reformatory Prison for Women and the jails and houses 
of correction ; it did not contemplate the Boston House of Industry, 
because ample provision was made by the city for the assistance of 
women discharged from that place. In 1896 the Deer Island insti- 
tution became a house of correction, and since that time many of 
the prisoners from it have required assistance from the State appro- 
priation. It will readily be understood that, with the large addition 
- to the number of discharged prisoners, it has become a serious mat- 
ter to find money enough to carry out the original purpose of the 
law. One other circumstance that makes the need of more money 
is, that the commissioners are expected to contribute somewhat from 
this appropriation to the support of the Temporary Asylum for Dis- 
charged Female Prisoners at Dedliam. In some years the amount 
that could be spared to the asylum has been exceedingly small, and 
entirely out of proportion to a due consideration of this useful 
charity. The appropriation should be increased about $500, to 
enable us to properly care for the work under existing circumstances. 

Temporary Industrial Camp for Prisoners. 
In the report of last year reference was made to the proposed 
experiment in reclaiming waste land, which is authorized by sec- 
tions 63-68 of chapter 225 of the Revised Laws. Since that time 
the State has taken title to the lot of land mentioned in that report, 
and there has been established on that land an industrial camp for 
[H'isoners, substantially in accordance with the plan outlined in the 
last report. The camp buildings now consist of a dormitory 105 
feet long and 30 feet wide, which is covered on the outside with 
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corrugated iron and on the inside with crimped iron, making it as 
nearly fireproof as is practicable in a building of cheap construction. 
In the front part of the building are four rooms for officers, and that 
section is separated from the prison dormitory by an iron grating 
which extends from the floor to tlie roof. All the windows are 
protected by iron gratings, and the dormitory affords all needed 
security for the safe-keeping of such jmsonera as are removed to 
this place. Since the occupation of the camp a domestic building 
has been erected, about 75 feet long, giving accommodations for 
the kitchen, laundry, storeroom, and a dining-room with capacity 
for a hundred prisoners. On the land when it was taken was an 
old barn, which has been repaired and reaiTanged to accommodate 
the stock that is kept. Some sheds that were attached to the old 
house on the land have been moved to other parts of the premises, 
to be used in connection with the farm work. In order that the 
prisoners might safely and conveniently be allowed to remain out 
of doors as long as possible, even when they were not at work, a 
stockade 12 feet high has been built to enclose the yard, 173 feet 
by 100 feet. 

The highest number of prisoners at any one time during the year 
was 53, which is about as many as the present dormitory building 
can accommodate without crowding. The work has consisted of 
clearing the land and getting some of it ready for cultivation. 
Wherever trees of good growth are found thej are allowed to 
remain, and it is the intention to plant pine tress on such parts of 
the land as are not suitable for restoration to fanning purposes. The 
superintendent reports that the land is very rocky, and it requires 
a great deal more time to remove the stones than it does to do the 
other part of the work. At the time of occupation there were a 
few acres of good grass land along the banks of the river which 
borders part of the premises. There are other pieces of land some 
of which will require drainage or other considerable work before 
being available for farm purposes. Such of the land as was cleared 
is badly worn out, and will need considerable fertilizing to make it 
of' much value. 

The camp was established on April 23, 1904, and within a week 
some prisoners were moved into the buildings. From that time to 
the first of October more than fifty acres of land had been cleared 
and cultivated more or less. Enough vegetables were raised to 
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supply the needs of the camp in the latter part of the year and 
during part of next year. A considerable quantity of potatoes was 
also shipped to the State Prison. Next year it is expected that a 
much larger crop will be produced. Some hay has been cut, 
although not a large quantity, because the land is run out, as a 
rule. There is a meadow on the land which produces a good crop 
of hay, but through a misunderstanding the meadow was flooded all 
last summer, and the grass could not be cut. A recent conference 
with the owners of the mill rights justifies the opinion that hereafter 
aiTangements can be made to discontinue the flooding for a sufficient 
time to gather the hay. 

Although the domestic arrangements of the camp are exceedingly 
primitive, they have sufficiently served their purpose, and the health 
of the prisoners has been well guarded. Every man who has spent 
a considerable time there has left in an improved condition for woik, 
and, if he should be employed in an occupation similar to that pro- 
vided at Kutland, he could be a useful worker. 

From a general inquiry made within a few months it appears that 
in all the prisons together there are something less than a hundred 
prisoners who are afflicted with consumption or suffering from dis- 
eases of a tuberculous natm'e. Excepting at the State Farm, only 
a few can be found in any one place ; but it is difficult to properly 
care for a consumptive, especially in one of the smaller prisons, and 
at the same time use proper precautions to protect the other in- 
mates. It is suggested that it would greatly add to the safety of 
the prisons, and would be in the interest of the public health, if a 
prison were established in some suitable locality to which all the 
consumptive prisoners could be removed, and where they could re- 
ceive the proper treatment and be given opportunities for out^door 
employment and exercise. A prison of this kind of sufficient strength 
and capacity could be provided at small expense, as it could be of 
very simple construction. On the land owned by the State in Rut- 
land there are several situations either one of which would be ad- 
mirably adapted for such an institution. 

The last Legislature passed an act to amend the law relative to 
the identification of prisoners so as to extend the application of the 
Bertillon system to all prisoners who are serving for felony, and to 
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such tramps and vagrants as it may be deemed advisable to measure 
and describe for purposes of ideotificatioD . The act of 1904 also 
authorizes the appointment of officers in the service of the county, 
a» well as of the State, to make the measurements and descriptions. 
Tlie only steps that have yet been taken relative to the law as to 
tramps and vagrants is to confer with some of the sheriffs about the 
appointments of the officers. It would be useless to appoint an 
officer until he was sufficiently familiar with the subject to make 
accurate measurements. Since the enactment of the law relative to 
the Bertillon system there has been developed a method of identifi- 
cation by finger prints, which, in the opinion of many experts, is 
destined to supersede the system of measurements invented by Ber- 
tillon. Many police officials are now more familiar with the finger- 
print system than with the Bertillon method, and it may be desirable 
to authorize the prisons to use this later method, for the purpose of 
being in harmony with the practice elsewhere. 

Several of the sheriffs have called attention to deficiencies in the 
law that prohibits the conveyance of articles into a jail or house of 
correction ; and it is suggested that it might be well to revise the 
penalties in respect to county prisons, and also to extend the pro- 
visions to the Industrial Camp at Rutland and to the State Farm. 

A slight change is needed in the law relative to the employment 
of prisoners on public work, as the language of the statute is not en- 
tirely clear on that subject. So many restrictions have been put 
upon the labor of prisoners in manu&cturing industries that it seems 
desirable to use their work to the utmost in making articles and 
materials for public use, and in caring for the premises adjacent to 
the respective institutions. 

The law might well be amended so as to provide suitable penal- 
ties for the destruction of property by prisoners. As far as the 
State Prison and the reformatories are concerned, this subject is well 
covered now ; but additional safeguards should be provided for all 
other places where prisoners are employed. 

The present condition of the laws relative to transfers confers 
upon the commissioners authority to remove prisoners to and from 
all the prisons in the State, excepting that a prisoner cannot be put 
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into the State Prison unless be was first sentenced to that place by 
tlie court. A few slight amendments to the law, however, would 
make it more convenient to administer ; and it is suggested^that the 
commissioners be given authority to remove prisoners directly from 
the reformatory and the State Farm to the Industrial Camp. 

If there should be occasion in any of the prisons to proceed under 
chapter 314 of the Acts of 1904, "to regulate removals and suspen- 
sions from office and employment in the classified civil service," 
much difficulty would be found in administering that law. The 
provisions relative to a hearing are especially vague and inapplica- 
ble, and it would seem that a public record of removals and of the 
reasons therefor could be secured in a more direct way. 

Estimates. 

It is estimated that the sum of $81,000 will be required for the 
salaries of the officers at the State Prison for next year, and that 
$81,000 will be needed for the expenses. 

The estimates for the Massa<;husett8 Reformatory are $82,000 for 
salaries of officers, $24,900 for insti'uctors, teachers, etc., and 
$109,400 for other expenses. 

For the Reformatory Prison for "Women the estimates are as 
follows: salaries, $25,000; other expenses, $32,000. 

It is expected that more prisoners will be employed at the Tem- 
porary Industrial Camp than were kept at work there last year, and 
it is estimated that the sum of $17,500 will be needed for providing 
additional dormitory space, making suitable temporary quarters fur 
the officers, and defraying the ordinary expenses of the camp. 

Kespectfully submitted, 

FREDERICK G. PETTIGROVE, 
MARGARET P. RUSSELL, 
HENRY PARKUAN, 
MARY V. O'CALLAGHAN, 
ARTHUR H. WELLMAN, 



Prison Commissioners. 



J. Warren Bailet, 

Secretary. 



/ 
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STATE PRISON. 

Boston (post-offlce address, Chaklebtown, MaS8.)- 



"WARDEN'S EEPORT. 



CtfABLISTOWN, Oct, 1, 19H. 

To ihe Board of Prison Commissioners : 

I have the hoDor to submit to you the annual State Prison report. 
It ia with some degree of satisfaction that I find the net cost of 
maintenance somewhat less than in the year closing Sept. 30, 1903, 
while the population averaged 834, against 811. Discipline has 
been well maintained, and there seems to be an air of contentment 
everywhere about the iustitutiou which has never been more marked 
than during the past year. 

The health of the inmates has been usually good. The various 
industries have oifered almost constant employment for the popula- 
tion and show a slight increase in their income over last year. 

I most respectfully commend the faithful officers associated with 
me in the work at this institution for their efforts to make our Stat« 
Prison a credit to the Commonwealth, It is with deep feeling that 
I express my gratitude to all the officials who are authorized to 
supervise the institution for the hearty support and encouragement 
they have given me this year, as well as during the many years that 
I have served as warden of this institution. 

The amount due from the rattan department has been carried for 
several years as an asset, the PhoiQix Kattan Company having been 
in a state of liquidation. After this long time, without receiving 
any returns or report, I recommend carrying the account into profit 
and loss as a doubtful account, not to appear again unless there 
should be some returns from the court or assignees. We will carry 
the account on our books as of doubtful value until permanently 
disposed of. 
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I recommend the following appropriations for the maintenance of 
the prison and property connected with the same for the year 1905 : 
officers' salaries, $81,000; repairs, $7,000; provisions, $35,000; 
bedding and clothing, $7,500 ; education, $600 ; discharged prison- 
ers, $600; fuel and lights, $13,000 ; water, $4,500 ; contingent and 
travelling expenses, $12,800 ; total, $162,000. 

Very respectfiilly yours, 

BENJAMIN F. BRIDGES, 

Warden. 
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Ndmeaof Officers of the State Prison, Date of Appointmenta, Sank, Annual 
Salary and Amounts received during the Tear. 



HAKE. 



BrtdgM, BsDjuolD F., . 
Alleo, NaUwD D., 
DuUcig, Bdwktd A., . 
BaniH, John W.F., . 
UflLsqghlJD, JcMaph I., 
Cntilar, Edwin B.,* 
Oreenonth, Qruvllla £., 

Satbeildia, Fred. W., 
FniHr, AleiMdar, 
Fnllsr, JoHpli, . 
UsDoDmld, Qaoi^, 
»per, Junaa H., . . 
Aldrieb, Cbuku E., . 
Andetun, Stapban B., 
BeojimlD, Fnnk B., . 
BniwalJ, Wurren H., . 
Cua, MiohHl J., . 
CuwelE, Larl L., . 
Oballla, Eacbarl E., . 
CriHkatt, Pembroka 8,, 
DuUng. Robert L.. 
D*y, Arad £., 
Devaoi, Tbomu W., . 
Dodo 



[i.ThomuH... 
DoDglu.Jamaie., . 
Dnka, Frank H., . 
DDTgln, Aaa L., . 
Fraaar, Patst S., . 
Goodwin, Frank W., . 
OwJna.JameiW., . 
Bareontl, Qeorge O. J.,* 
Hemenwa;, UerrlDk, . 
HewlIl,Fnid.K., . 
Howard, Wlllla J., 
Hnnting, Oarbert W., . 



Uarab,!) 
Nov., II 



June, 
July, 

April, 



Jotjr, 
Jana, : 



July. 



Warden, 
Dapnly wardan, 
Clark, 
Chaplain, . 
Fhralilan, 

lEnglnaer, . 
lAHlaUnl engluaai 



IfiHO 00 
2,«M 00 



.aKioo 

,200 00 



1,100 00 

iWOOO 
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Namea of Offieera 


of the State Priton, etc 




Concluded 




NAME. 


Daw of 


Bulk. 


8ai.ryp.r 


Amovni 
lUealied. 


Hy4«,Bd«lD0 


May. 1884 


Walchmao, 


»1,SMM 


»1,M0I» 


m»ir,i*i.rB«BK.,«. 






An»., IBBS, 






1,300 00 


1.100 00 


Ljmsii, Bury S., 






May, IMl 


" 




i,a»oo 


1,200 OO 


McF.rlMd, 8si™ier,. 






Jan., IS8B 


" 




i,a»oo 


1,200 00 


UaGarlgla, Jobn B.,r . 






April, im 






LMOOO 


mss 


lIorley,Jo«pbA., . 






Jan., 1898 


" 




i,a»oo 


I,»0 00 


Moirli, WUHun W.t . 






July, 1893 


'* 




1,100 00 


128 07 


OM«>,JohDH., . . 






Jone, isfls 


.. 




1,200 00 


1,200 00 


O'Conm.ll.Mlch.olC.,. 






Jone, 1878, 


'■ 




1.200 00 


1,200 00 


FllUbnry, GeorgaB,* 






May, 18M 






1.200 00 


B0S4t 


FnatOD, TbooiiUi, 






April. 1886 


" 




1,200 00 


1,200 00 


B]eep«, EageueB., ■ 






May, im. 


'• 




1,2001)0 


1.S00 00 


Bmltb, WllHsB. H. e.,' 






Aug., 1878 






t,200 00 




Slenni, BenJimlD, . 






Jan.. 18H 






1,200 00 


1,200 00 


T«ft,Fr.iikW., . . 






Kov.. 181» 






1,200 00 


1.200 00 


T»lflot, Dwlghl B., . 






May, 18B8, 


" 




1,200 00 


1,200 00 


T.Bple, Philip H.. . 






Nov.. 18B7 






1,200 00 


1,200 00 


ToTfoieod, JohnH.. . 






Aog., 1886 


" 




1,200 00 


1,200 00 


With™, Bdmotid H., . 






April, 18ei» 






1,200 00 


1,200 00 


WlLUm, Wood A., . 






Anj., 1891 


•■ 




1.200 00 


1,200 00 


Tort, Vtrgll D., . . 






Jan, 1882 


" 




1,200 00 


1,200 00 


Olsrke, WUUsDi F., . 






Dae, IBOO 






I 1,200 00 1 

liiooooo! 


1,011 M 


Rogen, Chirtea K., . 






Deo.. 18W 


" 




1,000 00 


1,000 00 


T.(l,J««e., . . 






Sapl., 189V 






1.000 00 


I.OOOOO 


Ball. Bono W.. . . 






Not., IWO 






I'-rss! 


MI 34 


H.jne., Willi™ F.. 






April, IHI 


■■ 




v-z^\ 


888 84 


UcLiDd, Alsliodar J., 




April, IMl 






v-z^\ 


883 84 


8l»vani, Bngena 0., , 




Hot., IMO 






r-jssss{ 


oess4 








May, l»tK 


■' 




BOO DO 


800 00 


Bill, RoicoaO., . 






March, 1908, 






800 00 


BOO 00 


Temple, CharlM a., . 






March, 190B 


Aea't watrAmaD, 


ISSI 


80*56 


Sanbois, WlUto B., . 






April, 1904 


.. 


800 00 


302II 


Loplii(.Kdw»tdW., . 






Aug., 1904 


.. 


7M0O 


100 81 


Wood. Waller L., . 






Aog., 1901, 


,. 


TOOOO 


84 08 


DowilBg, Ulohul J.. . 






8epl., 1904 


" . , 


TOOOO 


SB 94 












•78,971 08 
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STATE PRISON. 



Details of Expenditure for State PrUon Induatries during the Tear ending 
Sept. 30, 1904. 



INDUSTRIES. 


Uiltilila. 


Silirlei. 


Toaltud 


ToUlL 


Bos 

Brush 


13,962 82 
9,419 61 


11,467 48 
2,335 06 
3,270 01 
2.002 54 
2,901 31 
1,171 24 
9,842 48 
1,333 74 


•53 28 

16 26 
165 66 
548 35 
43 48 
1,127 49 
3,278 43 
47 74 


•5,483 68 
11.769 82 


Cloth and clothing. . 
Hand-made shoe, . 

Harness, 

Hosiery 

Shoe 

Trunk 


32,002 31 
16,358 25 
13,605 47 

4,718 00 
197,677 60 

6,076 95 


35.437 98 
18.904 14 
16,550 26 

7,016 73 
810,798 51 

6,457 43 


Totals, .... 


9282.814 91 


124,323 86 


•5,279 68 


1312,418 46 



Details of Inventory of Stock on Haiid for State Prison Industries Sept. 30, 
1904. 



,„„.„,„ 


„„.,.. 


Tools Uld 


Totlll. 


Box, 


11,039 97 


•310 85 


• 1,350 82 


Brash 


4,933 39 


300 00 


5,233 39 


Cloth and clothing, .... 


19,113 19 


3,330 07 


22,443 26 


Hand-made shoe, 


3.902 96 


1,461 12 


5,364 08 


Harness,. . . . 


9,925 99 


876 88 


10,802 87 


Hosiery, 


3,757 5t 


1,647 13 


6.404 64 


Shoe 


21,982 92 


8,279 01 


30,261 93 


Trunk. 


4,598 46 


243 00 


4,841 46 


Totals 


•69,254 39 


•16,448 06 


186.702 45 
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Statistics of Prisoners. 



Number of prisoners Oct. 1, 1903 812 

Received under warrants from the courts during tlie year ending SepL 

30, 1904 204 

Returned by order of Prison Com mission era during the year, , . i 

Returned from State Asylum for Insane Criminals 8 

Returned from escape 1 

217 

Whole number in the year, 1,029 

Discharged between Oct. 1, 1903, and Sept. 30, 1904; — 
By expiration of shortened sentence (chapter 335, section 113, Revised 

Laws}, 6 

By expiration of minimum senience, Ill 

Died 7 

Pardoned, 6 

Released by permit (habitual tri mi nal a, chapter 225, section 116, Re- 
vised Laws) 4 

Released by parole (chapter 225, section 114, Revised Laws), . 3 

Removed to State Asylum for Insane Criminals, 18 

Escaped, 1 

Tranaferred to Massachusetts Reformatory, 1 

157 



Largest number at any time during the year, 872 

Smallest number at any time during the year 806 

Average daily number during the year, 884 



October, 1903, 
November, 1903, 
December, 1903, 
January, 1904, 
February, 1904, 
March, 1904, . 



Dailff Average for Each Month, 

. 811 ; April, 1904. . 

. 814 I May, 1904, . 

. 813 I June, 1904, . 

. 820 I July, 1904, . 

. 835 August, 1904, 

. 833 I September, 1904, 



3vGooglc 



1904.] 



STATE PRISON. 



Sentences of Prixmera received Latt Tear. 



For 24 to 3 years, ... 4 


For 9 to 12 years. 


3 


2Mo Si years 








1 


10 to 12 years 








3jto i yeara 








9 


10 to 13 years 








2i to 6 years 








1 


10 to 16 years 








3 to 3j years 








1 


11 to 14 years 








3 to 4 jeai-s 








20 


12 lo 15 yeai-s 








3 to 6 years 








25 


13 to 15 years 








3 to 6 years 








3 


14 to 17 years 








4 to S years 








23 


14 to 20 years 








4 to 6 years 








» 


15 to 20 years 








4 to 7 years 








e 


18 to 26 years 








44 to 5 years 








2 


19 to 20 years 








6 to 6 years 










20 to 30 years 








5 to 7 years 








15 







5 to 8 years 










Total under niaxiraum and 


5 to 9 years 












. 188 


5 to 10 years 














54 to 7 years 










For li years, U. S. prisoner, 


1 


6 to 7 years 










3 years, U. S. prisoner. 


1 


6 to 8 years 










5 years, U. S, prisoner, 


3 


6 to 10 years 










]34years.U.S. prisoner. 


1 


6} to 10 years 










20 years, liabttual crimin 


al, . 1 


7 to 8 years 










Life 


9 


7 to 10 years 








10 - 







8 to 10 years 








9 


Total under definite 


sen- 


8 to 12 years 








1 


tences, . 


16 


Sentences of prisoners now in the pris 


n expire as follows : — 




In 1904 


. . , , I 


In 1916 


1 


1905 










fi 


1918,. 


i 


1906 










9 


1920 


3 


1907, 










10 


1922 


1 


1908 










2 







1909. 














60 


1910 
















1911 












Maximum and minimum. 


. 746 


1912. 












Life 


. 76 


1913 

















1914, 












Total. . . . 


. 872 


1916, 










2 
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Crimes and Former CommitmerUS of Prisoners received in the 
Tear. 







l| 




CBIUEB. 


i 


Si 

h 


;«2: 




AbortlOD, 

At.OD 

Anaanlt, leloDtou 

AiMnlUO .b»« female cbtld, . , 

Aeunlttotap,. ' 

Breaking and enteilog 

Breaking agd enlerlng and larceoy, . 

Common and DotoilODS thier, . 

Embezzle man 

Forgery and mteriog, .... 
Bablliul criminal 

Lorcany from the perion, . 

Larceny in a bnlldlDg 

larceny of letter* ftom poet-offlce, 
Mallcion. bornlng, 

Polygamy 

R«P«. 

Robbery, ...'.... 

Sodomy 

UltartngandhavlDgcoDnlerfeU national 
banknote* 


> 


» 
' 


■; 


" 


; 

S« 

10 

3 




'^'^' 


m 


m 


86 


w 


201 





Of 872 prisoners now in prison, 135 are recommitments, viz. 

For tiie second time, 

For tiie third time, 

For the fourth time, 

For the fifth time, 

Total 
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PHYSICIAN'S EBPOBT. 



To the Board of Prison Oommi»tion&"s : 

The medical report of the State Prison for the year ending Sept. 
30, 1904, is herewith respectfully submitted. 

Patients admitted to hospital during the year 85 

Days' residence in hospital 4,608 

Out-patients (total daily applicants) 4,268 

Men excused from labor for a day, 960 

Patients in hospital Sept. 30, 1904 15 



Hospital Cases. 



Medical. 
Ailerio-sclerosis, , 
Bronchitis, 
CfttaiTh, gastric, . 
Catarrh, gastro-intestinal, 
Diarrhcea, 
Gastritis, 

Orip 

Heart disease. 
Hemiplegia, . 
Hemoptysis, . 
Insanity, delusional. 
Mania, acute, . 
Melancholia, . . . ' 
Monomania, . 
Nephritis, chronic. 
Nephritis and pleurisy, acul 
Observation, . 
Pleurisy, with effusion. 
Pneumonia, . 
Pneumonia and nephritis, 
Bheumatism, . 
Rheumatism and cystitis. 
Sciatica, 

Tuberculosis, pulmoDwy, 
Typhoid fever. 

Tola!, . 



Surgical. 

Abscess, tubercular. 

Amputation, fingers. 

Calculi, renal. 

Circumcision, 

Eczema, 

Fissura, ani, . 

Fracture, humerus, 

Fracture, nose, 

Fracture, rib. 

Fracture, tibia and fibula. 

Hemorrhoids, 

Paronychia, . 

SpiwQ, ankle. 

Sprain, wrist, 

Syphilis, 

Urticaria, 

Wounds, incised, . 
Wounds, lacerated. 
Wounds, multiple. 
Wounds, septic. 
Wounds, throat, . 

Total, . 
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There were seven deaths during the year, one a suicide, and two 
occurring suddenly from heart disease, outside of the hospital. 
Eighteen of the inmates were transferred to the State Asylum for 
Insane Criminals at Bridgewater, in accordance with chapter 225, 
section 101, of the Revised Laws. Eight of the prisoners who had 
recovered from their insanity were returned to the prison. 



Respectfully, 



JOSEPH I. McLAUGHLIK, 
Physician and Surgeon, Massachuselia Stale Prison. 
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CHAPLAIN'S BBPORT, 



To the Board of Prison Commisaionerg : 

Life and its couditioDS at the State Prison have been unusually 
good during the past year. The disciplinary conditions have seemed 
more natural, steady and quiet. The mental conditions have been 
&aught with enterprising activity in study and reading, running in 
lines of improvement in a way to give higher promise of the future, 
in a more manly life. The chapel has been filled with attentive 
listeners, who have desired to Itnow "what is truth" and what it 
■can do for men like themselves. As formerly, the service of the 
mass is held at 8.30 Sunday mornings, followed by Sunday school 
&t 9.30, and general service, with sermon or address, at 10.30. 
Mrs, M, B. Booth of the Volunteers of America, Miss F. B. Adams, 
evangelist. Rev. L. T. Townsend, D.D., and Prof. M. D. Buell, 
D.D., of Boston University, and several others, including musicians 
and singers, with the Ashman family, have placed us under vital 
obligations for helpful service not to be forgotten as to its character 
or lightly esteemed as to the sympathy and good-will they repre- 
sented. 

The Rev. A. D. Malley, who succeeds Rev. J. G. Anderson in 
the Catholic interests of the prison, is constant in gracious service, 
supplementing from time to time his chapel service with helpful and 
gratifying musical selections of high order. The chapel has evi- 
dently been a place of enjoyment to many in the gladness, peace, 
lightening of burdens, grateful rest within, and better hope for the 
morrow that have been gained by some to the good of prison life as 
a whole. 

The prayer meeting, held in the school-room for fifty minutes 
Saturday afternoons and holiday mornings during the liberty allowed 
in the yard, has proved a source of interest and strength of heart to 
many. 

The visits of Rev. S, Stanley Searing, monthly, to meet in com- 
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munion service those who in outside life learned to find comfort in 
the Episcopalian service, giving also such counsel as may be needed 
by any who meet him, liave been exceedingly helpful to all who 
have responded to his coming. The Hebrews ia the prison have 
enjoyed special services in their own &ith on the days of Atonement 
and Passover, and also the collection of books in Yiddish, religious 
and otherwise, provided for their use. It has been the constant 
endeavor of the chaplain to furnish every one who desired it with a 
bible or such other portion of the scriptures as they asked for, with 
■ such aids to reading them aa seemed needful. Men of every tongue 
known to the prison have been so supplied, A large collection of 
aids to reading and understanding the scriptures have been on hand 
and in use at all times. 

The library is in active use always, and is in sad need of new 
books of all kinds, with catalogues. The impossibility of meeting 
demands irom its resources has led to the formation of a separate 
collection with catalogue. The issues of the main library have 
numbered 30,822, classified as follows : fiction, 7,032 ; travel and 
adventure, 5,871; bound periodicals, 4,763; history, 3,555; biog- 
raphy, 3,343; general literature, 3,079; classic and scientific, 
1,959; religious, 1,220. There are 7,813 volumes in the library, 
31 books are worn out or lost, 295 books were added, 357 books 
were newly bound, and 2,278 were covered. There are 535 vol- 
umes in the separate library, 428 readers of same, and 5,788 books 
taken. The total issues of both libraries were 36,610, which, 
divided by the daily average number of prisoners, 834, allows over 
43 volumes for the year to each prisoner. One hundred and seventy- 
four men take no books from the main library. Reference and 
text^books of all required kinds are kept in the library, and as 
needed are loaned for use in the prison, A good list of best 
magazines and papers, scientific and otherwise, are provided for the 
special use of all teachers of either school, editors of the " Mentor," 
assistants and printers. After being read they are preserved in 
permanent form for general use. 

A purchase by the prison of the " Youth's Companion," 75 copies 
weekly, to which are added 75 copies as a gift from the j>ublishers, 
brings 150 copies of that highly intelligent and instructive paper to 
the use of all prisoners who desire it; " Sabbath Reading," weekly, 
50 copies, at expense of the prison ; ' ' Volunteer's Gazette," Mrs. 
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M. B. Booth's paper, weekly, 100 copies, a gift to the prisoiiei-s ; 
"The Pariah Visitor," monthly, 100 copies, gift from the pub- 
lishers; "Christian Advocate, "weekly, 10 copies; " Zion'a Herald," 
weekly, 10 copies ; " Union Signal," 10 copies ; " Dumb Animals," 
monthly, 10 copies ; " Mariner's Advocate," 10 copies; "Cliristian 
Herald," weekly, 10 copies ; several copies of the * ' Life Boat," and 
occasional bundles of the "War Cry," gifts of friends or the pub- 
lishers, together with miscellaneous lots of magazines of the best 
character from generous donors of many classes, come to the prison 
as helps in meeting demands for "something to read." How much 
these and the personal subscriptions by prisoners to weekly papers 
and the best magazines help us to get on with conditions of the 
library, and to minister to the quiet and content felt in the prison, 
may not be expressed in terms, but is gladly felt by all. 

This, with what is furnished for the Teachers' Association, is a 
direct aid to the highest mentality of the prison, stimulating natural- 
ness, sincerity and manliness. More of this literature could be used 
to the highest advantage of all concerned. 

The " Youth's Companion," the " Volunteer's Gazette," and some- 
times the "Parish Visitor" and "Sabbath Reading" are sent 
fortnightly, after being (veil read in the prison, to other insti- 
tutions for similar use. Thus the Lyman School for Boys, State 
Industrial School for Girls, Reformatory Prison for Women, House 
of Reformation at Rainsford Island, and house of correction at New 
Bedford have, in their proportion, received of "Youth's Companion," 
5,0'Mi, and " Volunteer's Gazette," 3,293 copies during the year. 

\one but those who feel the strain of prison life can fairly appre- 
ciate the good done by this literature and its kindred books. The 
touches of real life, incentives to better use of time, the corrobora- 
tion of best purposes, the gain of mental balance, the satisfaction 
and peace of mind, and finally, the good heart to rise and try again 
for the truest good met in this reading, are fiicts well felt. To 
this, following the influence of the schools and the " Mentor," we 
owe very much for the happy conditions suggested in the beginning 
of this report. 

The prison school for illiterates and foreign-bom prisoners is held 
on four afternoons in each week for about nine months in the year, 
for one hour. Thirty or more men attend, who, as they are able to 
read readily are passed on to the correspondence school to make 
place for other illiterates and to proceed in pursuit of the knowledge 
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that will make them acceptable in the future, keeping them from 
trouble that brings men to prison. Experience shows this element- 
ary school prolific of best results in this particular, as its graduates 
are not found among those who come again to prison. The school 
of correspondence has more than " held its own," improving its exe- 
cution and standards and affording vital encouragement to hundi-eds 
who will find themselves indebted to it for whatever advantages 
knowledge may bring them in the future. 

The "Mentor" has risen like a sun of life on our prison world as 
was hoped, stimulating, inspiring and correcting mental existence 
and accomplisimients to a degree that perhaps very few foresaw or 
could expect. It ia the product solely of prison mentality, and by 
the mimeograph made possible to the reading by every prisoner. 
The school of correspondence came into being through forces repre- 
sented in the "Mentor." In the exposition at St. Louis, now on, 
the "Mentor," with the school of correspondence, stands as the 
star of our educational hope, and stands here, a challenge to intel- 
lectual activity and renewal, steadiness in life and character, stirring 
the prison to thought of better grade and good mental work. It is 
gratifying to learu that the educational exhibit of the prison has 
been awarded at the exposition the grand prize, and the school of 
correspondence with the "Mentor," a gold medal. 

The Teachers' Association, comprising all teachers, editors and 
assistants of the schools, "Mentor" and printing office, 34 men, 
is allowed Wednesday afternoon of each week, ninety minutes 
in which, as a parliamentary body, they read papers and discuss 
questions suggested by the daily life or the one they hope for, as 
others have done whose needs and ambitions made it necessary that 
the ways of life should be fairly understood. Literature before 
referred to is procured for their special use, ostensibly in aid of any 
effort to achieve higher standards of thought and work. 

The correspondence of the prisoners is a privilege extended to all 
who observe the rules of discipline in the prison, allowing one letter 
each month and two letters each third month, or 16 letters in the 
year. Each prisoner of this class can receive all letters of proper 
character that come to his address. Under this privilege, 8,234 
letters have been written while 18,769 have been received. How 
much this means to helpful hope, in some cases, cannot be told. 
Evils of gravest kind befall the prisoner who has none of it. 

Music, whether instrumental or vocal, has a mission in the prison 
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to the seDBlbilitieB, of the highest character ; and what has seemed 
almost miracles of good feeling and good heart have come of its 
influence. In this line of service the prison orchestra and band have 
played a highly commendable part ; standing as a support to our 
chapel services, they have conferred many fovora especially in our 
congregational singing. Id spite of many obstacles, peculiar to 
prison life mostly, they have made a creditable success for their 
organization without which our best life would be hindered. 

The hospital has shown its vital relation to the welfare of the 
prison in the recovery of the sick, making useful the bones that 
were broken or out of joint, and making truly operative the " Suffer 
ye thus fer " uttered to the wounded, all of whom have been happily 
cared for. The singers who have visited the ohapel have also at 
the close of that service visited the hospital, to the enjoyment and 
satisfaction of its inmates. 

The suifeiing in the families of prisoners has been more than 
usually urgent, and consequently more a source of pain and burden 
in the prison. The conditions of some have been pitiful. If the 
miseries caused by arrest and imprisonment could be weighed into 
atonement for the offence committed, some degree of satis&ction 
might be gained. Whatever is done to relieve the prisoner, we 
must still count upon the constant unhappy conditions with ten- 
dencies to fret, worry and despair. Upon some men the strain is 
dread&l, even to threatening the stability of the nervous syst«m ; 
tlie simple, unavoidable results of imprisonment thus become occa- 
sion of the keenest suffering. It has led many to cry out "My 
punishment is greater than I can bear." With such, as with others, 
attempts have been made to induce salutary mental conditions, and 
all possible effort has been made to reduce suffering without, calling 
for such aid as can be secured. The Volunteers of America with 
their homes for children and for women and their personal minis- 
trations have been of signal assistance, as their Hope Halls have 
also been to prisoners discharged. 

The sanitary conditions of the prison seem to be all that the situa* 
tion will allow. Cleanliness is always insisted upon and is every- 
where apparent. The yard everywhere shows care, under which, 
with proper soil, brightness and beauty would be in every place. 
What is done gives promise of the time when "the desert shall 
rejoice and blossom like the rose." The playground is not surpassed 
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as the place for bafieball and prison outings. The manner of its 
improvement is life, health and strength to the average prisoner, a 
godsend to the prison population. Its appearance Saturday after- 
noons and holiday mornings attests all this as vital &«t. 

It is matter for congratulatioa that the naturalness of men and 
things in the prison is noticed by visitors, experts and others ac- 
quainted with life in prisons, and that the discipline permits and 
suggests it. The consciousness of the presence of men, erring, sinful 
or criminal, but men still, capable of becoming all that men should 
be, is an inspiration when mingling with them. The relations of 
officers and inmates with the chaplain were perhaps never more 
favorable to improved prison life than now. It is a positive satis- 
faction as one scans prison conditions to find so many encourage- 
ments, with a trend to still larger improvements, to take heart and 
to do well. This twenty-fourth year of the chaplain's connection 
with the prison, almost at its close, though marked by some dis- 
appointments and failures, yet bringing with it such helpful gains 
from the increased struggle for belter mentality and higher life, goes 
out leaving the impression that it has been the best in its conditions 
and progress. For this devout thanks are offered to the Father of 
all mercies, and full acknowledgment of all aid afforded by the 
warden and the officers of the prison and other helpers who cannot 
be forgotten. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JOHN W. F. BARNES. 

State Poison, October, 19U. 
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Massachusetts reformatory, 

CoHOOBP (post-office address, Concobd JtwcnoN, Mass.)' 



SUPERINTENDENT'S EEPORT. 



CovcoRD, Oct. 1, 19M. 
2b the Board of Prison CommitBioners : 

I herewith present the twentieth annual report of the Massachusetts 
Reformatory for the year ending Sept. 30, 1904. Although I did 
not assume the duties of superintendent until the first day of Decem- 
ber, 1903, 1 was entirely conversant with the a&irs of the institution 
during the two months reported upon previous thereto. My incum- 
bency as superintendent being the first under the provisions of 
chapter 223, section 30 of the Revised Laws, my cominjsaion bears 
the signature of the chairman of the Prison C<mmii3sion, and my 
selection for this important trust is the act of the commission. It is 
a matter of t^atisfoction that those who have Icept so closely in touch 
with prison work and conditions in the Commonwealth should have 
seen fit to indorse my former service by this promotion and appoint- 
ment. 

In the statistical tables accompanying this report may be found 
an analysis of the receipts and expenditures, and tables pertaining 
to population and industries. 

Upon assuming the superintendency of the reformatory I found 
but a meagre balance of the appropriation for 1903 left, and a store- 
house in which there was but little available for the balance of the 
year. It is but fair to say that this condition was brought about by 
the endeavor of my predecessor to complete the year without a defi- 
ciency. A reference to previous reports (and this one also) will 
indicate the difficulty under which he labored. Owing to the in- 
creased cost of fuel, over $12,000 more was spent in keeping the 
institution properly heated and lighted than in ahy previous year. 
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The Gaancial statement of the current year from Oct. 1, 1903, to 
Sept. 30, 1904, which constitutes the institution year, i» as follows : — 

The appropriation for the calendar year of 1904 was 1216,600, of 
which 1165,676.11 have been expended. There remained unex- 
pended from the appropriation for 1903, when the last report was 
made, 148,819.26, of which there was expended 148,042.96, making 
the total expenditure for the institution year, from Oct. 1, 1903, 
to Sept. 30, 1904, t213,719.07. The profits of the industries, 
$19,124.27, and the amount received from rents and sales, 15,663.55, 
deducted, leave the net cost of the reformatory for the institution 
year just closed $188,931.25. 

The average number of prisoners for the year was 932, making the 
gross per capita per diem cost $0,628 and the net per capita per 
diem cost $0,555. 

This, as will be seen, leaves unexpended from the appropriation 
for 1904, $50,923.89, a small balance for the completion of the 
financial year, but abandoning the increasing of the supplies on 
hand, the indications are that there will be no deficiency. When 
it is considered that the price of a barrel of flour of given quality 
is $1 more than last January, and that other provisions are propor- 
tionally high, the unfavorable conditions under which this result has 
been accomplished may perhaps be realized. It should also be 
considered that the average population of the institution has been 
74 more than for the year previous, equivalent to a percentage of 8.6. 

There were unexpended from the special appropriations Sept. 30, 
1903, the sum of $177.65 for providing additional shop room, and 
$2,815 for the purchase of domestic animals. In the year ending 
Sept. 30, 1904, the sum of $164.80 was expended for providing addi- 
tional shop room, $2,720.25 for the purchase of domestic animals, 
and $3,364.76 for providing new boilers and a new roof on the boiler 
house, thus leaving unexpended $12.85 for providing additional shop 
room, $94.75 for the purchase of domestic animals, and $11,635.24 
for providing new boilers and a new roof on the boiler house. 

There will be required for the maintenance of the reformatory 
for the calendar year 1905, $216,300. Slight changes are made in 
estimates from the amount of the appropriation granted for the 
previous year. The item for food is increased |200, the present 
prices warranting the belief that a higher rate will be maintained 
than in years past for many of the necessaries of life. The miscel- 



3vGooglc 



22 PRISON COMMISSIONERS* REPORT. [Oct. 

laneous item is reduced from 117,500 to $17,000, as I believe it is 
possible by strict economy to lessen the amount to that sum. 

The appropriation of the above amount should be asked of the 
Legislature, divided as follows : — 

Salaries and wages : — 

Officers 182,000 00 

Instructors, teachers and other employees, . . S4,900 00 

»106,»0 00 

Current expenses : — 

Food, . (38.900 00 

Clothing and clothing material,. .... 16,00000 

Heat, light and power, 19,000 00 

Repairs and improvements 11,000 00 

Pdmiahings, SfiOO 00 

Farm, stable and grounds, 4,000 00 

Miscel laneous : — 

Stationery and office supplies fiOO 00 

Water, 3,500 00 

Medical supplies 600 00 

Trade and evening schools 4,000 00 

Incidental, contingent and trarelling expenses, . 8,500 00 

~- 109,400 00 

Total 1216300 00 

Since the establishment of the reformatory there have been 14,239 
commitments to it. Of these, 12,628 came directly from the courts ; 
917 were transferred from other institutions; 646 were returned fur 
violation of permit ; and 48 from all other sources. During the same 
period there have been 13,285 releases: 11,646 were released by 
order of the Prison Oummissioners upon permits ; 990 were released 
upon expiration of sentences ; 295 were transferred to other institu- 
tions; 354 by pardon, escape, death, etc. 

During the year 598 prisoners were committed by the courts ; 20 
were returned by order of the Prison Commissioners ; 1 was removed 
from State Prison ; 14 were removed from the State Farm ; 24 were 
removed from jails and houses of correction ; 13 were removed from 
the Lyman School for Boys ; 1 was returned from State Asylum 
for Insane Criminals and 1 was returned from escape. 

There were released during the year 621, which was an increase 
over last year of 33. There were released by order of the Prison 
Commissioners upon permit, 524 ; upon expiration of sentence, 65 ; 
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by traoBfer to other prisoas, 11 ; by executiye pardon, 10 ; by writ 
of habeas corpus, 1 ; 2 escaped aod 1 died. Nearly all of these 
men were serving indefinite sentences, with a limit of 2 years for 
misdemeanants and 5 years for felons. 

The critical time for a prisoner released from this institution or 
from any oUier prison comes almost immediately upon his departure 
from the prison. Many a man so departing is met by the companion 
of former days and invited to partake of refreshments, liquid or 
otherwise, or for other reasons detained from accomplishing imme- 
diately the object which he had in mind, of going to friends or to a 
situation^ or in some other way getting directly upon the right path. 

After many years of observation of the men who depart from this 
institution and others, I believe it to be a fact that nearly all of them 
leave with good intentions, but the good intentions, thonght out 
perhaps through many weary and sleepless night hours in prison, 
need reinforcement upon the arrival of the individual in the outside 
world . * 

A great deal is done by Ciiaplain Batt and Rev. Father Twomey 
in communicating with clergymen, in the endeavor to have some one 
meet these young men when they arrive at their destinations, but the 
fact remains that in many cases the future of the discharged prisoner 
is practically determined within a few hours after he leaves an insti- 
tution. 

Prisons have always been considered as necessary to civilization. 
That they are so now, after many years of so-called civilization, is 
a painful fact, but one which cannot bo controverted or ignored. 

The prison or penitentiary idea has been that men were sent there 
solely for punishment for offences committed. Few efforts were 
made to rehabilitate as citizens men who were so committed. The 
reformatory idea primarily is that all may be reformed, and the 
secondary idea is that of confinement or punishment. Supplemented 
by the indeterminate sentence, this plan suggests itself to students of 
penological and social conditions as being to some degree ideal and 
effective. In these later days the difference between the reformatory 
and the old style prison is perhaps greater in the underlying idea 
than in its every-day administration of adairs. 

It goes without saying that the man who steals five dollars and 
the man who steals fifty thousand dollars, or any other amount, may 
be morally on the same plane, and the only difference may be in 
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opportunity and capacity to do those things which by religion, 
morality and law are not to be permitted. It therefore follows that 
the different amounts abstracted should not furnish the measure of 
criminality or the length of time the offender should be sequestered 
from the ordinary walks of life. 

When an individual is committed to a hospital it is that he may 
have skilful treatment, and with the hope that he may be cured of the 
physical ailment which causes him to be sent there. If one is com- 
mitted to an insane asylum it is with the same idea. There can be 
no definite time limit in either case. It may be that in the hospital 
for physical ailments the indications of recovery may be more exact 
or more absolute than elsewhere. It may also be that in the asylum 
for the insane the return to sanity is more surely indicated thua 
elsewhere ; but the same principle should apply to a man committed 
to an institution for violation of the law, which in almost every case 
indicates moral insanity or inability to properly consider the rights 
of others. * 

When a man committed to the Massachusetts Reformatory has, 
by discipline, instruction or suggestion acquired the capacity to 
judge &:irly the rights of others, and his personal relation to the 
great right upon which this nation is founded, "life, liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness," it is evident that he is fitted to return to 
society and assume his relationship to the body politic. It is imma- 
terial whether he has abstracted from some individual of the body 
politic one dollar or some other sum ; whether he has assaulted a 
man with his fist or with some other weapon ; the central question 
with which the reformatory has to deal is the character and reform- 
ability of the man. There are many cases within the ken of the 
present superintendent, where, if offences were stated brusquely and 
simply they would sound serious or threatening, but when circum- 
stances are looked into and compared with the every-day environ- 
ment of the man, thej' will be found to be only mild, and perhaps 
ordinary derelictions. 

That crime should be punished goes ivithout saying. That it 
should be punished in such a way that the punishment should not 
only cause a present improvement but should have a future effect 
must suggest itself to any one who has made sociological questions 
a study. This is the problem which the reformatory of to-day has 
before it : to so deal with those who come to it that the protection 
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acquired by the IncarceiaUon of the criminal shall be extended be- 
yond the date and time upon which he leaves the institution. The 
definite sentence in ita result simply deab with the condition that 
has been. The reformatory idea deals with that which has been and 
which is to be. 

There is no room for the pessimiet in the reformatory theory ; he 
belongs elsewhere. No one who thinks ill of his race ; no one who 
believes that heredity cannot be overcome by environment, has any 
place in the reformatory or the ideas that lie behind it. The whole 
tendency, theory and accomplishment of the reformatory prison 
must be to uplift. No officer should be upon the roster of a reform- 
atory institution who does not believe that, despite discouragement 
and despite &ilure, the prisoner committed to his charge can be 
brought into closer relation with right things. 

To accomplish this end at the Massachusetts Reformatory agencies 
are employed which in all times, and in all ages have been found to 
be effective ; instruction — religious, ethical, literary, intellectual, 
manual and physical. Of course, religious instruction and the 
religious idea occupy a primary place. With such a varied popula- 
tion as comes to the reformatory there is necessity that there should 
be varied religious iufiuences. 

The last Legislature passed an act to regulate religious instruction 
of prisoners. To carry out the purpose of that law an explanatory 
circular was prepared and issued to the officers, employees and 
prisoners. 

The religious welfare of the inmates has had careful and faithful 
attention from the chaplain, Rev. Wm. J. Batt, and the Rev. Fathers 
Twomey and Scanlan, the former the rector and the latter the curate 
of the Concord parish. To them is especially due the thanks of the 
administration and of all those who have the welfare of the institu- 
tion at heart. Mrs. Leland the organist, and the students from 
Andover Theological Seminary who come te us constantly through- 
out the year, are also deserving of commendation; Mrs, Leland by 
her careful training of the prison choir adding much to the beauty 
and character of all the services. 

The school statistics do not vary materially from former years. 
Perhaps the illiterates might be reduced a few in number by consid- 
ering that they cannot speak the language of the country, but may 
be fiiirly educated in that of their own. 
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We have, aa maj be aeeo by reference to tables given elsewhere, 
inmatee who oome from Finland, Greece, Poland, Portugal, Russia, 
Syria and other oountries, some of whom not only are not able to 
read or write in the English language, but oannot even express them- 
selves in that language. It is my observation that the number of 
commitments of native bom who are illiterate is continually decreas- 
ing, and of the number given in these tables as illiterates, I believe 
that not more than 10 per cent, are native born. 

The kind of work done in the schools does not vary from former 
years. Schools of different grades, &om the primary school classes 
to classes in moral ethics and civil government, are open to inmates 
of the reformatory. Attendance therein is compulsory, and practi- 
cally the entire population attend from two to five evenings a week, 
according to their different needs. 

Supplementing the school work of the reformatory, the societies, 
which are a distinctive feature of this institution, are an educational 
and reformatory measure of no little consequence. As an educa- 
tional force they promote knowledge and good purposes, make the 
men self-reliant, m«.nnerly, considerate and respectful, giving a zest 
to the members which stimulates them to greater effort and higher 
purposes, with benefit to both themselves and the insUtution. Satur- 
day and Sunday evenings of each week are devoted to the meetings 
of these societies. 

The different societies are conducted by the inmates under the 
constant supervision of the oflScers. First-grade men and such 
second-^iule men as have had a good conduct record for two months 
are eligible to membership, and, upon approval by the superintend- 
ent, may be admitted. These societies have been in operation for 
years, under the most liberal restrictions, with no action which could 
cause regret, and have made most favorable progress towards excel- 
lence and efficiency. Their influence has gone with the men after 
leaving here, as again and again testified to by them, and many have 
attributed the beginning of their right purposes to the encourage- 
ment received in them. 

There has been no material change in the industries or in the con- 
ditions surrounding them. The same classes of goods are made 
which are disposed of in the same way as formerly. Changes both 
in the trade schools and in the industries are contemplated at such 
times as they are deemed expedient and can be accomplished without 
material expense to the State. 
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The circulation of our library is over 1,500 volumes a week. It 
contains nearly 5,000 volnmes of standard books, a large number 
having been added during the present year. There is also main- 
tained a reading room, supplied with the current periodicals and 
magazines, to which a large number have access two evenings each 
week. The benefita derived from this and from the library are 
apparent. The influence of these books oannot be estimated, and 
they arc ' ' the silent companions of many a lonely hour." 

From the printing department of the bade school "Our Paper" 
is issued each week. It is a sixteen-page paper, containing much 
of value to our population. The selected matter is taken from the 
current periodicals of the best type. The original matter is furnished 
by both officers and prisoners, on topics of special interest to our 
own people and in a good degree to the general reader. The reports 
which it contains of the different society meetings, and of the religions 
services which are given from time to time at the reformatory, are 
full and afford valuable reading. A copy of "Our Paper" is placed 
in the hands of every prisoner each week, and permission given to 
send it to friends after reading. Copies are also sent to State offi- 
cials and people interested in penological matters throughout the 
United States. 

Recommendations. 

I respectfiiUy recommend that there be asked from the Legislature 
a special appropriation of $6,000 for repairs and improvements. 

The iron work, bars, etc., of the cell house of the institution need 
repainting, as the rust is beginning to show. The wall surrounding 
the yard is in a precarious condition and I think there is no doubt 
but that portions of it will fall during the current winter and spring. 
There are other portions which need pointing in order to maintain 
their strength and efficiency. 

The piggeries of the institution, which are a valuable adjunct to 
its plant, have become by time and usage much dilapidated. On 
account of their long usage and in connection with the increasing 
building of houses contlgnous to the reformatory, they have created 
considerable of a nuisance, and it is not in accord with the spirit of 
the law, to say nothing of the letter, that they should remain where 
theyare, within the reformatory enclosure. They should be removed 
to the farm instead, a distance of three-fourths of a mile. This will 
necessitate their being taken down and rebuilt. The bams also need 
repainting and roofs repaired. 
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The honses connected with the plant, which are at present paying 
to the State treasury an income equal to 10 per cent, of their original 
cost, need repainting and repairing in various ways. The walks in 
the vicinity of these houses, which the State has cared for, need 
relaying and general repairs. 

For these purposes I believe the above appropriation to be neces- 
sary at this time, in order to prevent serious depreciation of the 
institution realty. 

I desire to close this report with an expression of thanks, hearty 
and earnest, to the chairman and members of the Board of Prison 
Commissioners for their cordial support and interest in the afiairs 
of the reformatory. I desire also to express my sincere appreciatioD 
of the faithful and efficient services of the deputy superintendent, 
the clerks, officers and employees of the reformatory, who have given 
their best energies to this work. 

Respectfully submitted, 

, CHARLES S. HART, 
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Namea of Offleers, with their Positions and Salaries. 



JoHph F. BooU,* 



WilUuo J. BMt, . 
TliKHlois ChmmlwrHli, 
P««rB. BnlJook, . 
Bobert W. BTOwidn(, 



John B. LorlDi, 

CtlviB a. RablDKin, 
WIUUv B. Wood, . 
ReDDCth T. UafCeuls, 



Clerk, 
CbaplBls, . 
Fhjraldiui, 
En,ln«r. 



B,uaoo 

^000 K 
8,000 « 

3,000 oc 






'>M«T 



WafDe W. Blouom, 
H.nrj H. Qu., . 

George W. Yonog, . 
Fred W. Gale, 



l',SO0OO 

1,100 00 



Elmer £,SIiBlIaek, 
FnokH. Weuoo, . 

JohnlO. WUeon. ". 

AlbenoE. Psvuo,' 
S. Thampeon Blood, 
llllo B. BborPB, . 
Bdar H. Beioh, 
AloDio Joy, . 
SeoiEe U. Bovker, 
durrH T. Jndge, . 
Jobo V.ObupDiui, . 

WKller 4. Wrtghl,'. 
David L. Bull, . 
JiDsi B. Lswreuee, 



Georae W. Blske, . 



-'.oogic 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 



Expenditure for Maintenance. 



Salaries and wages 

Food 

Clothing and clotbing material, , , 

FurnishiDga, ' . 

Heat, light and power, 

Repairs aad improrements, '. . 

Farm, stable and grounds, 

Miscellaneons ; — , 

Stationery and office aapplies, 1783 68 

Water 2,498 21 

Medical supplies 370 14 

Trade and evening schools 1,603 61 

Incidental, contingent and travelling expenseB, . 12,441 04 

Total 



$106,843 76 
98,166 6« 
15,027 43 
3,704 81 
18,927 84 
9,330 79 
fi,02I 11 



etc. , amoanted t( 



t of homes, board of nnited States 



Farm Account. 



To inventerj, Oct, 1, 1903, 

haj and grain, 
teolfl, . 

veterinary services, 
blacksmi thing, 
paid for cattle, 
seeds and fertiliaer, 
harness repairs, . 
carriages, wagons and 

repairs, 
sundries, 
balance. 

Total, 



y inventory, Sept. 30, igOJ, 
mitit raised, . 
produce raised, 
sale of cattle, 



$32,693 09 

6,S74 18 

3,734 38 

224 SO 
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Detaila of BxpendUure for Maatachusetta Reformatory htdaatrU* during 
the Year endiag Sept. 30, 1904. 



IMDDSTBIES. 



Cloth, 
PiiDlJng, . 
Shoe, 

SuodriM, . 

Wood chair. 

Totals, 



68 M 

120,495 18 

4.037 81 

29,272 61 



13,796 48 
1,200 00 
8,907 86 



f 2,448 84 

26 46 

1,128 70 



96QM4 16 

94 96 

130,419 36 

5,261 1» 

33,202 8fi 



•27,655 66 



(234,822 52 



Detaila of Inventory of Stock on Hand for Induttriea of Maasaehuaetta 
Eeformatory Sept. 30, 2904. 



...c«™es. 


M^ur^. 


Toobuid 


Tottll. 


Cloth, 


161.276 03 


113.643 83 


174,819 66 


PrlttUng, 


- 


189 40 


189 40 


Etattan chair 


- 


1.176 85 


1.176 36 


Sho«, 


21,781 36 


5,080 61 


26361 87 


Sundries 


9,415 62 


3,069 60 


. 12,486 02 


Wood chair 


566 96 


- 


666 96 


Totals 


S93,089 87 


t23,068 69 


1116.098 46 
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Prisoners committed and distharged. 



Number of prisoners in custody Oct, 1, 1903, 

Committed by the courts during the year ending Sept 30, 1904, . . 598 

Returned by order of the Prison ComnaiBsioners, 20 

Removed from State Prison, 1 

Removed from State Farm 14 

Removed from jails and houses of correction, 24 

Removed from Lyman School for Boys, IS 

Returned from State Asylum for Insane Criminals 1 

Returned from escape 1 



Whole number during the year. 



Discharged by expiration of sentence, 66 

Discharged by permit, {134 

Removed to State Farm, 3 

Removed to houses of correction, 8 

Removed to State Asylum for Insane Criminals 7 

Died 1 

Pardoned 10 

Escaped, 2 

Habeas corpus 1 



Number remaining Sept. 80, 1904, 
Average daily number during the year. 



Daily Average for Each Month. 



October, 1903, 


. . 911 


April. 1904, . 


. 936 


November, 1903, . 


. . 925 


May, 1904, . 


. 938 


December, I9il8, . 


. . 924 


June, 1904, . 


. 927 


January, 1904, 


. 938 


July, 1904, . 


. 926 


Febrnary, 1904, . 


. 948 


August, 1904, 


. 928 


March, 1904, . 


. 939 


September, 1904, . 


. 946 



Sentences of FYitonert committed in the Year ending Sept. 30, 1904. 



Remainder of sentence (returned by Prison Commissioners), ... SO 

Indeterminate sentence, limited Ui two years, 167 

Indeterminate sentence, limited to five years, 434 

Definite sentence (transfers and definite sentences by courts), ... 48 

Minority (transferred from Lyman School for Boys), 18 

Total * 678 
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(^•in^ea and Jigea o/Prlaonert sentenced to the Matsackue^a Reforma- 
tory in Oie Year ending Sept. 30, 1904. 
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MASSACHUSETTS KEFOBMATOEY. 



PHySICIAN'S EBPOET. 



COMCOBD, Sept. 30, 1904. 
To the Board of iVtaow Commitsionerg .- 

I herewith respectfully present the twentieth aanual report of the 
medical department of the Massachasetts Reformatory : — 

Namber of patients admitted to hospital daring year, .... 680 

Whole number of days' residence in hospital, 6,309 

ATerage residence of each patient, II days. 

Number of patients transferred to State Asylum for Insane Criminals, . 7 

Applications for treatment in tlie daily line, 8,603 

Daily average applications, S3 

Deaths. 
13806, J B .June 17, 1904, Pulmonary tuberculosis. 

Cases treated in Hosfital. 



Alcoholism, . 
Bronchitis, . 
Cephalalgia, . 
Colds, . 
Colic, . 
Debility, 
IHarrhcea, 
Ephemeral fever, . 
Epilepsy, 
Heart, diseases of. 
Indigestion, , 



Malaria, 

Malingerer, . 

Morphine habit, . 

Observation, , 

Pleurisy, dry, 

Pleurisy, wilJi effusion. 

Rheumatism, 

Syphilis, 

Tonsillitis, 

Tuberculosis, pulmonary, 

Miscellaneous, . . 



Abscess of various regions, . 

Amputation of finger, . 

Appendicitis, 

Bums, 



Cellulitis of various regions, 
Cervical adenitis, . 
Circumcision, 
Ear, diseases of, . 
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Cabeb tseateu in Hospital— Concluded. 



Surgical — Concluded. 



Epididymitis, 

Erysipelas, .... 

Extraction of teeth, 

Eye, diseases of, . 

Fractnres of varioas regions. 

Furuncles, .... 

Hemorrhoids, 

Hernia, 

Hydrocele, .... 



Retention of nrine. 

Skin dlseanes. 

Sprains of various regions. . 

Synoritis of knee, . 

Dicer of leg, . 

Vaccination, . 

Wonnds of various regions, . 

Misoell&neoua, 



The health of the institution continues to be good, there having 
been comparatively few cases of serious disease, otily one death, and 
only two deaths in two years and a half. 

The tubercular patients have done particularly well, for the reason 
probably that they have a large sun-room to themselves into which 
the out-door air freely enters night and day. 

Respectfully, 

THEODORE CHAMBERLIN, M.D., 
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REFORMATORY PRISON FOR WOMEN. 

Shsbboiw (post-office addreeg, South FBAXiNGaAH, Mass.). 



SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT. 



Shbbbokm, Oct. 1, 1904. 
7b the Board of Prison CommUHonera: 

I have the honor to submit the twenty-seventli annual report of 
the Keformatory Prison for "Women. 

During the past year many changes have occurred among the co- 
workers, occasioned by sickness principally, and in the case of my 
deputy followed later on by death ; but the ranks are soon filled and 
the work moves on, all earnestly striving toward the uplifting of the 
women from their lives of degradation into which they have fallen 
either by inheritance or environment. 

The indeterminate sentence is fully established and it is hoped 
that a good effect will be produced on the lives of the women after 
their release by this system, and that the law will have a strong hold 
on their future conduct. 

The department which has heretofore been known as ** probation " 
has been discontinued, and in its place there has been established a 
new department, which is calle'd '* hospital annex." Every woman 
entering the institution is placed in the annex, remaining there until 
her mental and physical condition has been determined, and if pro- 
nounced good she is immediately transferred to the second-grade 
wing and assigned work in one of the work-rooms. At any time 
should an epidemic arise in any part of the State extra precaution 
would be necessary to protect the institution. "Whenever special 
treatment is required the patient is removed to the hospital. The 
number of patients who will require special care during their entire 
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term of coQfinement has never been larger, perhaps not so large, as 
at the present time. These cases have so greatly increased within 
the past two years that the growing necessity for a new hospital 
building, apart from the main building, is coming to be a question 
of great moment. Attention has been called to this need in previous 
reports. 

By means of the appropriation granted by the Legislature last 
winter ea«h tenement house has been provided with toilet and bath- 
rooms, thereby making safe from danger the sanitary condition of 
each house. 

The prisoners' tables have never been so frequently supplied with 
a variety of fruits and vegetables in their season as during this year, 
all raised on our farm. Pleasant days the women are often taken 
out on the grounds for an hour of iresh air and recreation ; also, 
almost daily, different companies are sent out for out-of-door work. 

I recommend the following appropriations for the maintenance of 
the institution for the year 1905 : — 

Salaries f25,000 00 

SubsisteDce (6,500 00 

Clothing and bedding, 1,500 00 

Furnitnre and furnishings 1,600 00 

Hospital cases, SOO 00 

Books and printing 300 00 

Fuel, 6,000 00 

Lights 200 00 

Engineer's department, 1,600 00 

Laundry 600 00 

General repairs '2,000 ,00 

Agricultare £,000 00 

Stabie and bams 6,000 00 

Miscellaneous 1,600 00 

32,000 00 

Total J57,000 00 

The need of an addition to the stock barn is of very great impor- 
tance, to make comfortable quarters for our milch cows. 

The institution driveways are in a bad condition and need to be 
repaired in a substantial and enduring manner. A very careful esti- 
mate for doing this work properly, with crushed stone, is placed at 
13,000. 
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We are under renewed obligations to many friends who have ren- 
dered us ralnable service in a variety of pleasant ways ; I assure our 
friends that their continued remembrances will always meet with 
hearty appreciation. I desire also to make appreciative mention of 
the cordial co-operation of the Board during the past year. 

Respectfully, 

FRANCES A. MORTON, 

SuperinUndettt. 
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Namef of Officers of the Baformatory Pritonfor Women, Date of Appoint- 
mertf, Bank, Annual Salary, and Amount received during the Tear. 



Ptmbh a. UDiloa, 
FnDoeB W, PotUi, 



AngiiMkT. UarUn, 

HeJen B. Uutari,' 
Uiry L. Pirlrldge, 
JdIU B. ThonpiDD, 

EllubsibB. QrsDt, 
Hslsn G. BcanDBD, 
Ed lib E. Wood,* 
LIIIiU.EnUblpMia, 
Sode D. SluJe;, 
AUoeJ. Hayes, . 

E«ulle RadlDgtoD, 
HaryJ. SbwiII,* 
Ifary BsrUe,' . 
ADDla B. Unrphy.* 
Ad sua E. Hsrvey,* 
Lillian £. WblMD • 
a. Hcniv To to urn, 
Earlui J. Davli, 
Oharlai Q. Parker, 
Charlei H. Lelniid, 



William 
JO>Bph 

Jo«pb 
OrrlDF 


I. BadDdfli^ 
Btooer.' 


Wllltam 


L. Sberlda 















































































»., 


«14. 
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BWI, 



EmplOfM, 
BntldMr, 



MOW 
SOD 00 
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ExpenditurM for Maintenance. 

Salaries f24,773 99 

Subsistence |5,124 87 

ClothiDg and beddiog, 1399 71 

Fnraitiire and furniahings, 1,473 47 

Hospital, 5S1 96 

Books, priDling, ete 260 70 

Fuel 6,010 08 

Lights, 18 SO 

EnglDeer's departmeot, 2,043 07 

Laundry, 846 47 

General repairs, 1,901 78 

Agriculture, 4,^ 94 

SUble and bam 6,364 86 

Hiscellaneona 1,699 68 

81,794 68 



»66,668 62 



Income/rom Synall Saiea. 

Sale of milk and cream 1236 10 

, fruit and vegetables, 7123 

pigs 652 00 

beef and poultry 64 17 

wood, 219 76 

electrio ties 212 70 

eggs 282 01 

nigg and junk &3 08 

farm tools, etc .... 70 96 

sundries 22 87 

Bent of electric lights 20 00 



f 1,794 82 



Lar^e quantities of vegetables and fruits have been raised on the 
fiirm, among the products being 1,272 bushels of potatoes, 445 
bushels of turnipa, 3,000 heads of cabbage, 11 3 bushels of beets, 77 
bunches of aspai-agus, 150 heads of celery, 72 heads of cauliflower, 
112 heads of lettuce, 160 barrels of apples, 738 boxes of strawberries, 
75 boxes of blackberries, etc. Large atnounts of poultry, pork, 
veal and beef fvere raised and used in.tbe prison. Considerable wood 
was cut, part being used in the prison, and some sold. The farm 
produced 270 tons of hay, as well as rye straw and com fodder. 
The sale of farm products amounted to a considerable sum, as will be 
noted in the preceding statement. 
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Table showing the Number of Priaonera committed and discharged in AS. 
Ways during the Year ending Sept. 30, 1904. 

Number of prisoners in custody Oct, 1, 190S, 219 

Committed by the courts during the year ending Sept. SO, 1904, . . 321 

Committed from Industrial School for Girls, i 

Beturned by revocation of permit, fi 

Returned from insane hospital, ........ 1 



Whole number during the year, . . 

Discharged by expiration of sentence, 36 

Discharged by shortened sentence, 49 

Discharged by permit, 164 

Removed to State Farm 2 

Removed to Industrial School for Girls, 1 

Etemoved to insane hospital, S 

Pardoned, 5 

Died, I 



Number in custody Sept. 30, 1904 190 

Average daily number in custody, SOS 

Number in the prison Sept SO, 1904, 190 

Average daily number in prison 194 

Infants. 

Number of infants admitted with mothers . 7 

Number of infants born in the prison, 6 

Number of infants died 2 

Number of infants remaining Sept. 30, 1904, 12 
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Crfynes and A-ffM of PrUoners sentenced to the Reformatory JPrison for 
Women in the Tear ending S^. 30, 1904. 
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PHTSICIAST'S RBPOET. 



Bbkbbosn, Oct. 1, 19N. 
To the Board of Prison Commiasiottera : 

The following is the twe&tj-seventh annual report of the medical 

work of the Reformatory Prison for Women : — 

Daily average of prisoners, 194 

Duly average having medlclae, not in hospital 31 

Daily average sick in rooms, 1 

Daily average on sick call 13 

HosFTTAL Cases. 



Asthma, .... 
Cardiac lesions (valvular), . 

Cocainism 

Deiirium tremeDS, 


1 


Malingerer, 
Menorrhagia, 
Morphinism, 
Neuralgia, 

NeuriUs, 










3 
3 
3 
S 


Diabetes mellitus, . 
Diarrhtea, .... 




Pleurisy, 

Rheumatism, 












Gastritis 




Syphilis, 
Tonsillitis, 












Hysteria 




Tuberculosis, 











Abscess, 
Anal fissure, . 
Carcinoma, . 
Eczema, 
Erysipelas, . 
Erythema nodosum, 
Fumnculosis, 
Hemorrhoids, 



Herpes loster. 
Iritis, . 
Pruritis, 
Scabies, . 
Sprain. . 
Tapeworm, . 
Urticaria, 
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Hospital Cabbb^ Conebided. 
ObtUlrieaL 



One prisoDer haa died of pleorisy with cardiac complications. 
Two infants have died, one of inanition, tlie other a premature in&nt 
which lived two weeks. Three prisoner^ have been removed to the 
hospital for insane. 



Respectfully, 

FRANCES "W. POTTER, M.0. 
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CHAPLAIN'S KEPORT. 



I, Oct. 1, 19IM. 
Zb the Board of Prison Commtstioners ! 

I submit herewith my annual report as chaplain of the Beforntatory 
Prison for "Women. 

The School, 

Nnmb«r admitted during the year, . ' 71 

Number trlio could read and write imperfectly, .... 33 
Number who oonld read and write in their own language, . . 11 
Number of illiterates, 38 

In former reports I liave given the general plan of the school 
work. The privileges of the day school are accorded only to illit^ 
eratea and foreigners. The latter who read and write in their own 
language are a particularly hopeful set of pupils and seem to pro- 
gress far more rapidly than our native bom Americans. Special 
attention is given to letter writing, so ttiat nearly every woman 
upon leaving school has been able to write her own letters. The 
exceptiona are those whom age, defective eye-sight or other existing 
conditions liave rendered unfit for study. Our evening school ses- 
sions are well attended and the progress made is quite marked. 

The Library. 

Number of volumes in the general library, 1,381 

Books replaced 37 

Books added (12 donated) 38 

Number of volumes in the hospital library, 393 

Books added (16 donaied), 18 

Many of our books are very much worn and are constantly need- 
ing to be repaired. With the aid of one of the women, I mend and 
cover many hundred volumes during the year. The increasing 
demand for reading matter is an evidence of the value of the library 
to the women. The addition of at least 100 volumes a year would 
not more than meet the demand and supply the deficit which a year 
of constant use occasions. 
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Relioious Services. 

The Rev. Father Garrahan lias been uatiring in his ministrations 
here. On several occasions he has brought some of his parish chil- 
dren with iiim and given entertainments in the chapel. He has also 
contributed literature and flowers, both of which have been much 
enjoyed by the women, 

During the year I have endeavored to faithfully discharge all 
the duties connected with the chaplaincy, the details of which have 
been given in previous reports. I have, with the exception of two 
Sabbaths, personally conducted every service. I cannot help feeling 
that it would hardly be expected that the chaplain, Sunday after 
Sunday, could bring the gospel truths home to the hearts of these 
women as an occasional minister from the outside world would do. 

I am happy, however, to report that there is deep interest shown 
in all our services, particularly in our Sabbath school lessons. There 
has been a large demand for Bibles, and I feel that there are those 
who have never before had any love or reverence for God's Word 
who will in the future make it a lamp unto their feet and a light 
unto their path, and who can say with the Psalmist, " Thy "Word 
have I hid in my heart that I might not sin against Thee." 

We are deeply grateflil to all who at various times have kindly 
given entertainments and lectures and have contributed books, 
papers and flowers ; these favors have been warmly appreciated by 
both officers and inmates. 



Respectflilly, 



EMILY L. HERNDON, 
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The Jails and Houses of Correction. 



There are 5 separate jails, 2 separate houses of correction, and 
14 other county prisons, each having a jail and house of correc- 
tion combined. In the paragraphs below any changes or improve- 
ments in these prisons since the last report are briefly described. 
The facta concerning the details of expenditures for maintenance 
and the receipts from various sources, including the earnings, are 
set out in tabulated statements immediately following the text. 

Barnstable County. 
Jail and House of (Joi-rection at Barnstable. 
For several years it has been stated in the annual report of this 
prison that the only work except to keep the land and buildings in 
order is furnished by pumping water into the tank at the top of the 
court house, but this will shortly be discontinued as a regular em- 
ployment because a tank is being erected that will l>e supplied by a 
wind-mill, and all the water for the buildings will be distributed 
from this place. At the close of the year there were 6 prisoners 
in custody, 4 less than last year. The prison has been provided with 
new bath-tubs and toilets, and the whole place has the appearance 
of being clean and well kept. 

Bbeksihre County. 
Jail and House of Correction at Pittsjield. 
The appearance of this prison has been greatly improved during 
the year by putting ground glass in the windows of the women's 
prison in place of the painted glass that had been there a long time- 
Other improvements consist of placing new sinks in the cell-block, 
laying asphalt walks in the prison yard and cleaning and painting 
various parts of the prison. The workshop has been screenod and 
protected. In the report last year reference was made to the situa- 
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tioD of the bath-room in the women's prison, which is so placed that 
it cannot be properly ventilated and lighted. It would be a great 
improvement if this were moved to another part of the wing. On 
September 30 the number of prisoners in custody was 79, being 10 
more than last year. 

Bristol County, 
Jail and House of Correction at UTew Bedford. 
The prison population of this place shows a great decrease as com- 
pared with last year. On September 30 there remained in custody 
192 prisoners, being 99 less than were held at the close of the preced- 
ing year. No extraordinary repairs have been made on the buildings 
during the year, but they have been kept in good order and their 
appearance shows the constant attention of the master. During the 
year the asphalt floors in the corridors have been painted, and this 
treatment gives them a smooth sur&ce that is quite satis&ctory. 

Jail at Taunton. 
This place also shows a diminished population as compared with 
last year, the number held on September 30 being only 50, against 
57 the year before. The only extraordinary repairs on the buildings 
consisted of a few changes in the steam-heating apparatus, but the 
repairs and changes of a few years ago greatly improve the appear- 
ance of this jail. There is a line chapel here, but during the hot 
days of summer services cannot be held in it owing to great heat 
radiated from the iron roof. 

County of Dukes County, 

Jail at Edgartown. 

A new keeper has been appointed at this jail, but he returns no 

prisoners in custody at the close of the year. The jail buildings, 

although small, are well built and are sufficient .for any emergency 

that is likely to arise in this small county. 

Essex County. 

House of Correction at Ipswich. 

The good appearance of this prison, which was noted in the report 

of last year, has been maintained during this year. The prison has 

been kept clean, and as much work aa possible has been provided. 
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The large crop of vegetables produced on the land not only furnished 
ocoupation for the prisoners bat reduced the cost of support. On 
September 30 there were 42 prisoners in custody, being 7 leas than 
last year. 

Jail and House of Correction at Lawrence. 
When this prison was built it was so constructed as to make it 
impossible to provide separate cells for the inmates except when the 
number of prisoners is very small. Nearly one-half the cells are of 
double size, and ordinarily the population is so large that 2 men 
must be kept in each of the larger cells. The condition in this 
respect is better than it was last year, there being on September 
30 only 118 prisoners in custody, against 147 the year before. 
Extraordinary repairs during the year consisted of some work on 
the buildings at an expense of fSOO, and the construction of a new 
fenoe which also coat 1800. 

Jail at Newhuryport. 
The number of prisoners remaining in custody at the close of the 
year was only 7, being 10 less than last year. This jail is used 
mainly as a place of detention for prisoners awaiting trial, and it 
sometimes happens that only a few are held here. Occasionally, 
however, there will be a comparatively large number. The new 
prison, which was built about fifteen years ago, will furnish sufficient 
accommodations for this part of the county for a long time without 
using the old prison, which is always available in case of emergency. 
The only work is such as may be found about the buildings and in 
cultivating the exceedingly small lot of land connected with the jail. 

Jail and House of Correction at Salem. 
Like all the other prisons in this county, there is a reduction in 
the number of prisoners remaining as compared with last year. The 
number in custody here on September 30 was 129, whereas 137 were 
held at the close of the preceding year. Although the population 
shows this reduction, it is nevertheless a fact that the large number 
of commitments from the nearby cities and towns make an imperative 
need of more prison room at Salem. Some years ago a lot of land 
was purchased by the county commissioners for the purpose of 
making an enlargement, biit nothing further has been done in. this 
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direction. From time to time it has been suggested that one of the 
houses of correction in this county should be set apart excluaively 
as a women's prison. This prison is always clean and orderly, owing 
to the continued vigilance of the master and his assistants. A small 
expenditure has Iieen made for retubing and resetting the boilers, and 
other slight repairs, such as painting and plumbing, have been done, 
but nothing has been accomplished towards making the important 
cliange of removing the boilers from under the prison buildings. 

Fbankun OouNxr, 
Jail and House of Correction at Greenfield. 
This prison has a larger number of inmates than at the close of 
last year, there being 49 in custody, against 31 in 1903. The farm 
has been cultivated to good advantage, and a large crop of vegetables 
has been raised for the consumption of the prisoners. The worlt 
here, besides (arming, consists of cane-seating chairs, which is done 
in a large and well-lighted shop. 

Hampden County. 
Jail and House of Correction at Springfield. 
The changes in the ventilating apparatus which were mentioned in 
the last report have been completed during the year. Other repairs 
consist of new loclis for the prison. This is one of the best of the 
county prison buildings, and is always clean and well kept. The 
number of prisoners remaining at the close' of the year was 191, 
being a reduction of 40 as compared with the preceding year. 

HAMPsmRE County. 
Jail and House of Correction at Noritiampton, 
The changes at this place mentioned in the last report have been 
completed during the year at a cost of a little less than $10,000. 
Under the immediate direction of the sheriff the prison has had a 
thorough overliauling, and presents a much better appearance than 
it has shown for a long time. The new heating apparatus adds 
greatly to the convenience of the prison. At the close of the year 
there were 46 prisoners in custody, 4 more than last year. 
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Middlesex Countt. 
Jail and Ilouite of Correction at Cambridge. 
The premises of this prison are exceedingly restricted and tJiere 
is no possibility of enlarging the area of the yard. All the available 
space, however, is utilized, and daring the year an improvement has 
been made by the addition of a two-story brick building, to be used 
as a visiting and receiving room for prisoners. The place for visitors 
is the best room of the kind to be found in any prison in the State. 
The entire cost of the building was about |1 ,300, Other repairs on 
the buildings to the amount of $8,000 were made so as to keep them 
in good condition. The number of prisoners in custody on Septem- 
ber 30 was 269, a decrease of 26 as compared with last year. 

Jail at Lowell. 
Although commitments to the prison department of the Lowell 
poor iarm ceased during the year, and that department was closed 
entirely at the end of September, it is interesting to note that there 
has been no material increase in the number of prisoners in Middlesex 
County. This jail had 111 prisoners in custody at the close of the 
year, 27 more than last year, a gain that is off-set by the decrease 
at Cambridge. Repairs here consisted of the installation of a new 
drying-room in the laundry, at an expense of something over $600. 
Ordinary repairs on the buildings to keep them in proper condition 
amounted to an expenditure of about $3,000. In this prison it has 
been necessary to put 2 men in a few of the cells. This might have 
been avoided by transfers to Cambridge, but, on account of the short 
terms imposed, it was not thought advisable to put the county to the 
expense of transferring prisoners back and forth, 

Naktucket Couktt. 
Jail and House of Correction at J^antucket. 
There is nothing to say about this place except to repeat what has 
been said time and again. There were no prisoners in custody at 
the close of the year, and the only one committed during the year 
was a woman who had been sentenced to Sherborn, and was held in 
the jail pending her transportation to the mainland. 
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Norfolk County. 
Jail and Souse of Correcfion al Dedhatn. 
The only repairs here during the year were such as have been 
necessary to keep the prison up to the good condition which was 
given to it a few years ago by the entire renovation that was made 
under the direction of the sheriff. The number of prisoners at the 
close of the year was 65, being 18 less than last year. 

Plymouth County. 
Jail and House of Correction at Plymouth. 

Since the last report some repairs have been made here which 
were recommended several years ago. New bath-tubs have been 
provided, plumbing has been put into the men's hospital, and a new 
hospital has been set apart for women. The laundry also has been 
refitted. These changes have added to the improved condition of 
this prison, which has been marked in recent years. The place is 
clean, orderly and well kept in every respect. At the close of the 
year there were 87 prisoners in custody, being 40 more than last 
year. 

Suffolk County. 
Jail at Boston. 

In the report of last year there was quoted a letter of the sheriff 
in regard to the new prison, the construction of which completed the 
changes that have been in progress here for some years. Everything 
about the place at present is quite conveniently arranged with the 
exception of the hospital in the new prison, which is in the top of 
the building and unfortunately has no elevator. This jail receives 
a great many prisoners during the year, mostly those committed for 
trial, but only enough sentenced prisoners to keep the place in 
order. The number of prisoners in custody on September 30 was 
223, being 12 less than last year. 

House of Correction at Deer Island. 
The largest prison in the State is situated on Deer Island in Bos- 
ton harbor. At the close of the year there were 1,793 prisoners in 
custody, being 120 more than were held on Sept. 30, 1903. The 
greatest increase in the commitments to county prisons is found here, 
but the relative addition is not as great as in some other places. No 
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extraordinary expenditures are reported, but general repairs and 
improvements were made at an expense of about $8,000. During 
the year the new prison for women has been occupied. It differs in 
construction from any other prbon in the State, and is probably one 
of the most elaborate structures ever prepared for such a purpose. 
It contains enough separate cells for the imprisonment of as many 
women as are likely to be bcnt to this place for a long time, and its 
use will further improve the condition of this well managed prison. 

Worcester County. 
Jail and Hoiise of Correction at Fitchburg. 
No special repairs have been made on the buildings here during 
the year, but a small sum has been expended for keeping the build- 
ings in good order. Some years ago the commitments of women to 
this place were discontinued, and female prisoners in this county are 
all kept at Worcester. The small tract of land is cultivated by the 
prisoners, and yields good returns for their labor. Other inmates 
are employed in the shops at cane-seating chairs. At the close ot 
the year the number of prisoners remaining was 112, as against 118 
the year before. 

Juil and House of Correction at Worcester. 
The repairs on this prison consisted of doing some work on the 
stable, the roof of the prison, etc., at a cost of $620. For a long 
time during the year no work was available here, but at the date 
of this report the prisoners are quite well employed in cane-seating 
chairs. The number of prisoners in custody on September 30 was 
219, being 29 leas than last year. Both the prisons in Worces- 
ter County are always kept in good order, and are economically 
managed. 



As a rule, the county prisons are clean and well kept, but in a few 
instances great improvement in the appearance could be shown if the 
keepers and masters were allowed to make a small outlay at regular 
intervals for paint and like materials. 

On the pages immediately following will be found tables of ex- 
penses and receipts, also a statement of prisoners received and 
discharged in all the jails and houses of correction. 
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Average Oost of Prisohbrs. 
The preceding table gives tlie average cost of support in each jail 
and house of correction. The conditions in the different prieons are 
so varied tliat this table does not form a fair basis of comparison ; 
no just estimate can be made without taking into account all the 
circumstances, such as the stock on hand, products from the land, 
etc. Moreover, in dividing the expenses, the larger prisons will 
always make the better showing. Similar considerations apply to 
the State institutions, in which the average net cost of support for 
the year was as follows: State Prison, $143.81); Massachusetts 
Reformatory, $202.72; Reformatory Prison for Women, $242.76. 

Fines and Costs. 

Number committed for Ifon-payment of Fines and Costs, and Amovnt 

received. 
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STATISTICS OF PRISONERS. 



Statement showing the Number of Friaonert received and discharged in 
AU Prisons, with the Removals to and from the Prisons included in 
this Report, for the Tear ending Sept. 30, 1904. 

Number of prisonera Oct. 1, 1903, 6,669 

Committed from tlio courts 38,S32 

Returned for violation of permit 477 

BeceiTed from other institutions,* 16 

Removed from ; — 

State Prison, 1 

Masaachuaetta Reformatory U 

Reformatory Prison for Women, 2 

State Farm ' , 18 

Temporary Industrial Camp for Prisoners 10 

Jails and houses of correction, 857 

Reform schools, IT 

Returned from : — 

State Asylum for Insane Criminals, 12 

Escape, 15 

40,268 

46,937 
Released on permit or otherwise discharged, .... 33,904 

Removed to : — 

Massachnsetls Reformatory, GS 

Reformatory Prison for Women 3 

State Farm 9 

Temporary Industrial Camp (or Prisoners, .... 121 

Jails and houses of correction, 730 

Reform school, 1 

State Asylum for Insane Criminals, 95 

Died 70 

Escaped, 27 

Pardoned by Governor 34 

Pardoned by President, 1 

40,047 

Number in custody Sept. 30, 1904 6,890 

Average number in prison, 6,633 

* InclndsB 13 from the Lyman School for Bo;g and 3 from the State Industrial School 
for QjiU ; 1 wbb removed to tlie State lodustrlal Sohool for Olrla. 
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The foregoing statement shows the number of commitments to 
and discharges from all the prisons in the State, together with the 
State Farm and the Temporary Industrial Camp for Prisoners, during 
the year ending Sept. 30, 1904, All prisoners sentenced or received 
by transfer and all persons held for trial or as witnesses are included. 
The number committed, as compared with last year, shows an increase 
of 3,100. The number of prisoners in custody at the date of this 
report was 6,890, an increase of 221 over the number in all the 
prisons in the State a year ago. The following statistics refer to 
sentenced prisoners : — 

Commitments to Jails, iy Sentences and Sex of Prisoners, in the Tear 
ending Sept. 30, 1904. 
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Comtnttments to Jails and Houses of Corredion, by SerUences and S&t 
of iVwonera, in the Tear ending Sept. 30, 1904. 
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Showing Number of Prisoners committed for Non-payment of Fines 
and Costs a»d on Term Sentences in the Year ending Sept, 
30, 1904. 
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Number of Priaonera commiited, etc. — Continued. 
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In the foregoing table the whole number of persons committed 
either for the non-payment of a fine and costs or apon a definite 
sentence is presented. Tn addition to these there have been 2,978 
committed to serve indefinite sentences who were received at the 
different institutions as follows : to the State Prison, 188; to the 
Massachusetts Reformatory, 591 ; to the Reformatory Prison for 
Women, 219 ; to the State Farm, 1,980, making a total of 29,694 
persons who have been committed upon a sentence to all the prisons 
in the State during the year ending Sept. 30, 1904. As compared' 
with last year this is an increase of 2,350. The difierence in the 
total number as compared with the statement upon page 60 is due 
to the fact that the above table includes only prisoners committed 
under sentence, while the figures in the statement on that page 
cover all the prisoners received whether under sentence of imprison- 
ment, for non-payment of fines and costs, held to await trial or as 
witnesses. In the following table the crimes for which prisoners 
have been sentenced, together with information as to the number 
committed, are set forth : — 
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Showing the Nutnber of Male and Female Prisoners commiiud 
under SetUence to All Prisons in the Tear ending Sept. 30, 1904. 
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Comparison with the Preceding Year. 
Under the present regulation of the reports, it is not permissible 
to print extended tables of comparative statistics, but the rule has 
been sufficiently relaxed in regard to this report to allow a compari- 
son with the year immediately preceding, and on the next page 
there will be found a comparison of the commitments to the different 
institutions named in this document. It will be seen that in the 
year ending Sept, 30, 1904, there was a smaller number of commit- 
ments for crimes against the person but a slightly increased number 
for crimes against property, and a considerable increase for crimes 
against public order, A reference to the table on page 75 shows 
that the additional commitments for the offence of drunkenness made 
a very large part of the increase in the commitments in the third 
class. 
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Compaviaotl of Commitments to the Various InatituUona in the 
Last Two Years, dassijied by Sex of Prisoners. 
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Conjv-gdl Condition of Priionets committed in the Year. 
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Former Cotnmitmenta of Pri»oners committedin the Year. 
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A^ges of Prisoners committed for Drunhenness to All the Penal 
Jnstitutiona in the Year ending Sept. 30, 1904. 
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Sirthplaces of Prisoners committed for Drunhetlliess to AU (Ae 
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r 


P 






















ST^T. FARX. 


orC 


AND Eocraa 




BIRTHPLACES. 


is 


•£^ 


















H. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


Tot. 


M. 


F, 


Tol. 


K. 


F. 


TO.. 








nn 


It. 




Tm 


imi 










































































































M: : : : : 


- 


^ 


'i 


It 




^ 


ion 


' 88 


*M 


m 


^■'nt 


































































































































































































































































































Unknown, '. . . . 












5 






t 






Tolala, .... 


S4 


" 


1,481 


81 


1,6(B 


1T,03S 


2,100 20,041 


10,460 


3.2<e 


21,110 



„Googlc 



1904.] 



STATISTICS OF PKISOXEKS. 



Former Commitments of Prisoners committed for J)rwnkennes8 
to AM the Penal Institutions in the Year ending Sept. 30, 1904. 
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Removal of Prisoners, 

Showing Crimes of Prisoners removed by the Board of Prison Com- 
missioners to the Refovmatories, in the Tear ending Sept. 30, 1904. 
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Showing Number of Male and Female PrUonera in All Prisons at Certain 

I>ates. 

Jailb and Houses of Correction. 
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Showing Number of Mate and f CTnote Prisoners in All Prisons at Certain 

I>ates. 

Jails ahd Houses of Correctiom. 
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Prisoners committed to All Prisons upon Sentences from United, States 
Courts, in the Tear ending Sept. 30, 1904. 
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Relating to Prisoners held in Custody Sept. 30, 1904. 
On Sept, 30, 1904, there were 6,890 prisoners in custody in ail 
the prisons in the State, an increase of 221 as compared with last 
year. The State Prison shows an increase of 60 ; the MasBachusetta 
Reformatory an increase of 5 1 ; the Reformatory Prison for Women 
a decrease of 29 ; the State Farm an increase of 172 ; the Temporary 
Industrial Oamp for Prisoners, established thia year, had 44 in cus- 
tody ; and in the jails and houses of correction there was a decrease 
of 44 in the number of sentenced prisoners, and of 33 in those await- 
ting trial. The tables which immediately follow refer to prisoners 
remaining in custody at the close of the year covered by this report. 
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Showittg Whole Nvmber of PiHsoners remaining in AH Frisona 
Sept. 30, 1904. 
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Showing Orwws o/ Sentenced Prisoners remaining i 
Abuses 0/ Correction Sept. 30, 1904. 
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Shouiing Sentences of Prisoners remainirig in Jails and Houses of 
Correction Sept. 30, 1904. 
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Showing OtHtnes of Prisoners remaining under Sentence in AU Prisons 
Sept. 30, 1904. . 
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Skoimng Crime* of Prisoners retnaining, etc. — Continued. 
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Shofoing Crimes of Prisoners remaining, etc, — Concluded. 
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Showing Whole Numi>er of Sentenced Prisoners kdd in Chutody. 
Sept. 30, 1904. 
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Showing Crimes of Prisoners avtaiting Trial, etc. — Continiied. 

MALES — Conclnded. 
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Showing Crimes of Prisoners awaiting Trial, etc, — Concluded. 
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Insane Criminals. 
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Arrests. 
The tfiree tables immediately following this statement have been 
prepared from information contained in the reports made by the 
police commissioners of the city of Boston, the chiefs of police or 
city marshals of other cities, the chiefs of police in towns, and from 
officers making arrests in towns not havingachief of police. There 
has been an increase of 6,734 in the total arrests during the year as 
compared with the preceding year. The arrests for drunkenness 
show an increase of 5,765, while there were 969 more arrests for 
other crimes. The total number arrested in cities increased 5,521, 
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and in the towns 1,213 more were reported than last year. The 
whole increase in arrests appears in the number arrested for crimes 
against public order, as a decrease is shown both in the number 
arrested for crimes against the person and crimes against property. 
The total number of arrests for the year was 113,162. 



Showing Number of Arrests in Cities and Towns for Each of the 
Three daaaes of Orimes in the Tear ending S^. 30, 1904. 
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Skoviing Arrests for Drunkenness and for Other Crimes in Each Oity 
and in Towns in the Year ending Sept. 30, 1904. 
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Probation. 

Complete reports, as required by section 85 of chapter 217 of the 
Revised Laws, and chapter 196 of the Acts of 1902, have been 
received from all the probation ofiBcers excepting one, whose records 
were destroyed by fire and who has sent no reports for the last few 
months. The statistics of probation work which are printed on the 
pages immediately following have been prepared from the returns 
of the officers. Tables of comparison cannot be included in this 
report, but it may be interesting to note, as showing the extension 
of the probation system, that there was a considerable increase in 
the number of cases investigated by the probation officers, and that 
the number of cases taken on probation in the lower courts was 
8,790, an increase of 650 over the preceding year. The number in 
the superior courts was 1,402, being 147 more than last year. It 
was noted last year that a number of the officers did not keep such 
records as would enable them to answer questions as to the results 
of cases taken on probation, but in consequence of the inquiries then 
made on this subject, and owing to the conferences of the probation 
officers, the records are now kept in a way to give quite satisfactory 
information in this regard. 

In the report of last year reference was made to a conference held 
in October, 1903, when a committee of probation officers was ap- 
pointed to take into consideration the methods of exchanging infor- 
mation and of keeping suitable records. That committee made a 
very careful study of the subjects referred to it, and prepared a 
complete report which was submitted to the chairman of the Prison 
Commission in May last. The report was printed at the Massachu- 
setts Reformatory, and was distributed to the justices and probation 
officers, BO that they could have an opportunity to examine it before 
the meeting of the probation officers was called to consider the sub- 
jects to which it referred. In June a conference of probation officers 
was held, and all the matters embodied in the report were thoroughly 
canvassed. These subjects may be briefly summarized as continuance 
of probation, suspended sentence, indefinite probation, probationary 
fines, reports to prison commissioners, special investigations, sur- 
render warrants and like subjects. From recent inquiries it appears 
that about one-half the probation officers in the State have supplied 
themselves with nearly all the record books and blanks recommended 
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by the committee, and such as have not obtained them in conse- 
quence of this report were already using forms that were sufficient. 
Aside from the benefits that would be derived from systematized 
records, the conferences have also been useful in making the proba- 
tion officers better acquainted, and giving some of the less experienced 
the advantage of comparing notes with the probation officers of the 
larger jurisdictions. The chairman of the Board has had a few con- 
ferences with the justices of the superior court on the subject of the 
probation law during the year, and upon several occasions has dis- 
cussed the matter with some of the justices of the lower courts. 

It is difficult to reconcile the various opinions as to what may be 
done to improve the probation service ; but from occasional confer- 
ences of probation officers, and the continued exchange of informa- 
tion, the plan that appears to be the most useful will meet with 
general adoption. 

In addition to the statistics contained in the reports, some of the 
officers add interesting notes as to their work. A curious note 
from one probation officer in Franklin County is that ' ' there has not 
been a case placed in the hands of the probation officer in the last 
year." The officer of the Worcester central court says: "More 
than 40,000 persons have been interviewed by me with more or less 
care, and the results, if not wholly satisfactory, have been encourag- 
ing. The hardest thing to resist is the appeals of friends and often- 
times attorneys to help those who liave failed to redeem their 
pledges to live a correct life. This court offers as good a chance to 
succeed in this work as any, I am sure, and the consideration of the 
chief of police and the help of his officers is a source of great en- 
couragement. Not all are helped by leniency, and I think courts 
and officers often err in that direction when, after a fair trial, defend- 
ants have forgotten their pledges. Sure punishment after that is a 
better remedy." 

The probation officer in South Boston reports that he has a great 
many non-support cases put under his care, and that he has collected 
many thousands of dollars for the support of the families of the men 
whose cases are disposed of in this way. In one instance the officer 
has collected nearly two thousand dollars from a defendant, in the 
last five years, and has paid the sum over to the family. 
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Skoming Cases of Thtinhentiess investigated by the Probation Officers 
from Oct. 1, 1903 to Sept. 30, 1904. 
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Skowing Cases of Drunkenness^ etc. — Concluded. 
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SJtowing Cases taken on Probation, etc, — Concluded. 
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Showing Ages of Persona taken on JProbation in the Year ending Sept. 
30, 1904. 
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Showing Ages of Pertona, etc. — Concluded. 
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Suspended Sentence. 
In the report of 1903 there was a slight reference to the French 
system of probation, wherein the court first imposes the sentence and 
then suspends execution of it and places the defendant in the custody 
of the probation officer. This procedure is authorized by section 1 
oi chapter 220 of the Revised Laws, but it has not yet been gener- 
ally approved in the practice of the courts, although during the year 
this method has been more freely used in a few courts than hereto- 
fore. The Brockton police court and the Lowell police court seem 
to take the lead in this matter, and they report for the year 359 and 
293 cases, respectively, which were disposed of by probation after 
the sentence had been imposed and suspended. 
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Probation in Superior Courts. 
There are now ten officers holding then- appointments from the 
superior courts, and aU the counties have an officer for the superior 
court, except the four western courts of Berkshire, Fi-anklin, Hamp- 
den and Hampshire, where there is no officer specially assigned to 
the probation work of the superior court. In addition to the court 
work of these officers, they are occasionally called upon to investigate 
the cases of persons under imprisonment, and may in their discre- 
tion recommend release, which can be granted by the county com- 
missioners with the approval of the district attorney. Complete 
returns as to this part of the work have not been received, but the 
officer in the north Middlesex court reports that upon his recom- 
mendation 28 prisoners were released from the house of correction, 
and the other officer in Middlesex County says that 10 persons have 
been released on his recommendation. It is the custom in the 
superior court to make the probation indefinite, and one officer says 
that of the 204 now under his care, 85 have been on probation for 
three years and 63 for two years. It is stated in one of the reports 
that of the 134 probationers, 14 have been rearrested for new 
offences, and 29 have been surrendered to the court for violating 
the terms of their probation. 
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Showing Cases taken on Probation in the Superior' Courts in the 
Tear ending Sept. 30, 1904. 
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Criminal Pbosbcdtions. 

From reports of criminal cases that have been received from all 
the courts for the year euding Sept. 30, 1904, as provided by 
section 6 of chapter 222 of the Revised Laws, the following statis- 
tics of criminal prosecutions have been prepared. In the report oi 
last year, referenoe was made to the establishment of the Fourth 
District Court of Bristol. The reports from this court date from 
Jan. 1, 1904, to Sept. 30, 1904. By chapter 372 of the Acta of 
1904 the District Court of Winchendon was established, and the 
first session of this court was held July 1, 1904. The returns ot 
criminal cases for the three months ending September 30 are included 
in the tables for the present year. 

Chapter 259 of the Acts of 1904 provides that the towns of Ash- 
bumham, Lunenburg and Princeton be annexed to and made a part 
of the judicial district of the police court of Fitchburg. Chapter 
264 of the Acts of 1904 provides that the towns of Tewksbury, 
Billerica, Dracut, Chelmsford, Dunstable and Tyngsborough, in the 
county of Middlesex, be annexed to and made a part of the judicial 
district and subject to the jurisdiction of the police court of Lowell. 

Trials foe Muedeb. 
In the tables of statistics all the cases of murder that were before 
the courts during the year ending Sept. 30, 1904, have been included. 
The details concerning the trials for murder are set forth in the fol- 
lowing paragraphs : — 

Geohoe William Herbert, alias Gottleib W. Huber, alias 
G-ottleib William Huber, was indicted in Berkshire County, Jan. 
15, 1903, for the murder of Gertrude Ottillie Bertha Rentel, alias 
Huber, on Sept. 14, 1902, in the town of Monterey. Upon being 
brought to trial the defendant pleaded guilty of murder in the second 
degree. This plea being accepted by the government, Herbert was, 
on Jan. 22, 1904, sentenced to the State Prison for life. 

Angles Snell was indicted in Bristol County, Nov. 6, 1903, for 
the murder of Tillingbast Kirby in the town of Westport. The 
defendant was brought to trial Sept. 6, 1904, and on Sept. 15, 1904, 
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a verdict of guilty was found. The case has been carried to the 
Supreme Judicial Court on exoeptiona which have not yet been 
decided. ' 

John E. Gallagher was indicted in Bristol County, Feb. 8, 1904, 
for the murder, in the second degree, of Joseph F. McMahon, on 
Nov. 21, 1899, in the city of Taunton. The defendant was brought 
to trial Feb. 15, 1904 ; on the following day he was found guilty of 
murder in the second degree, and was sentenced to the State Prison 
for life. 

Pantexis Calavutinos was indicted in Bristol County, June 9, 
1904, for the murder, in the second degree, of ConstantineChipouras, 
in the city of Taunton. The defendant was brought to trial June 
20, 1904, and on June 23, 1904, the jury returned a disagreement 
and was discharged, 

NicOLO FiORE was indicted in Essex County, Jan. 16, 1903, for 
the murder of Benedetto D'Pietro, on Dec. 3, 1902, in the city of 
Haverhill. Upon being brought to trial, Feb. 2, 1903, the defendant 
pleaded not guilty. The case was continued until the October term 
of the same year, when the defendant was indicted for manslaaghter 
and pleaded guilty ; he was, on Oct. 15, 1903, sentenced to the 
State Prison for a term of not less than fourteen nor more than 
seventeen years. 

Andreas Samiczki, alias, was indicted in Hampden County, Sept. 
25, 1902, for the murder of Anna Samiczki, on Sept. 14, 1902, in the 
town of Southwick. On Dec, 29, 1903, the defendant retracted a 
former plea of not guilty, and pleaded guilty of murder in the second 
degree. This plea being accepted by the government, Samiczki was 
thereupon sentenced to the State Prison for life. 

Constant Krobeck ktos indicted in Norfolk County, April 8, 
1903, for the murder, in the second degree, of Fred A. Peterson, 
on March 1.5, 1903, in the city of Quincy. Upon being brought to 
trial, Dec. 18, 1903, the defendant pleaded guilty of murder in the 
second degree. This plea having been accept^ by the government, 
he was, on Jan. 4, 1904, sentenced to the State Prison for life. 
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KoSARio D18ANO was indicted in Norfolk County, April 8, 1904, 
for the murder, in the second degree, of Hiram H. Poole, on Aug. 
2, 1903, in the town of Canton. Upon being brought to trial, April 
28, 1904, the defendant pleaded guilty of murder in the second de- 
gree, and the government accepting this plea, Disano was sentenced 
to the State Prison for life. 

Selma Akbsson was indicted in Norfolk County, Dec. 9, 1903, 
for the murder of her in&nt child on Sept. 10, 1903, in the city of 
Quincy. Upon being brought to trial the defendant pleaded guilty 
of manslaughter. This plea having been accepted by the govern- 
ment, she was, on April 5, 1904, sentenced to the Eeformatory 
Prison for Women. 

Bessie L. Moody was indicted in Norfolk County, Sept. 9, 1904, 
for the murder, in the second degree, of her infant child, on May 
26, 1904, in the city of Quincy. Upon being brought to trial the 
defendant pleaded guilty of manslaughter, which plea was accepted 
by the government, and she was, on Sept. 23, 1904, sentenced to 
the house of correction for one year. 

EmidioDe Lucca was indicted in Norfolk County, Sept. 11, 1903, 
for the murder, in the second degree, of Domenico Mangini, on 
July 2, 1903, in the town of Stoughton. The defendant was brought 
to trial Dec. 28, 1903, and a verdict of not guilty was found. 

Cytius L. Ryan was indicted in Plymouth County, Feb. 4, 1904, 
for the murder of Soo Hoo Yee Yoke, on Jan. 28, 1904, in the town 
of Hanover, The defendant was brought to trial June 6, 1904, when 
he pleaded guilty of murder in the second degree. This plea having 
been accepted by the government, Ryan was, on June 15, 1904, 
sentenced to the State Prison for life. 

John MARKOriA was indicted in Suffolk County, June 6, 1903, for 
the murder of Katherine J. Keenan, on April 6, 1903, in the city 
of Boston. Whea brought to trial, Oct. 27, 1903, the defendant 
pleaded guilty of manslaughter, and upon the following day was 
sentenced to the State Prison for a term of not less than ten nor 
more than thii-teen years. 
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Emandbl T. Eubnett was indicted in Suffolk County, April 9, 
1904, for the murder of Martha Chandler, alias Mattie Sumett, on 
March 23, 1904, in the city of Boston. Upon being brought to trial 
the defendant pleaded guilty of murder in the second degree. This 
plea was accepted by the government, and on May 20, 1904, Burnett 
was sentenced to the State Prison for life. 

Ray C. Johnson waa indicted in Suffolk County on Feb. 6, 1904, 
(oi the murder of Sarah A. Peters at Boston, on Jan. 5, 1904, 
When brought to trial, on June 27, 1904, the charge of murder in 
the first degree was nol pros'd, and Johnson was tried for murder 
in the second degree. The jury returned a verdict of guilty, and 
on July 2, 1904, Johnson was sentenced to the State Prison for life. 
Pending exceptions taken at the trial, the execution of the sentence 
was stayed. 

Alma A. Lovely was indicted in Worcester County, May 11, 
1904, for the murder, in the second degree, of a male infant, on 
Jan, 15, 1904, in the town of Sterling. Upon being brought to 
trial the defendant pleaded guilty of manslaughter. The plea 
having been accepted by the government, ahe was, on Aug. 24, 
1904, sentenced to the Reformatory Prison for Women. 

Summarizing the above it will be seen that there have been sixteen 
cases of murder brought to trial during the year. Six of the sixteen 
defendants pleaded guilty of murder in the second degree, two were 
tried and found guilty of murder in the second degree, and all were 
sentenced to the State Prison for life. Five pleaded guilty of man- 
slaughter ; of this number, two were sentenced to the Reformatory 
Prison for Women, and two to the State Prison for long terms, and 
one received a sentence of one year in the house of correction. In 
one case the jury disagreed ; one was found not guilty, and one case 
is still pending the final decision of the court on exceptions taken at 
the trial. 
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Cbimikal Prosecutions ik Sdpbkiob Coubts. 

Statement of Criminal Cases Pending in the Superior Courts Oct. 1, 

1903, and of such Gates Segun in the Tear ending Sept. 30, 1904. 
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ending Sept. 30, 1904. 
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Criminal Pkoskcutions in Supcrior Coiiurs — Continued. 

Table showing the Crimes in Cases IPemUng Oct. 1, 1903, and Oases 

Begun in the Tear ending Sept. 30, 1904, in the Superior Courts. 
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GsiHiNAL PROSKCDnoMS IN SuFERiOB CotJKTB — Continued. 
Casta Pending and Begun in the Superior Courts — Continued. 
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Grikinal Pbosecotionb in Sopebiob Codbts — Concluded. 
Disposition of Criminal Cases Pending ai the Beginning of the Tear 
and of such Cases Begun in the Tear ending Sept. 30, 1904, in the 
Superior Courts. 
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CbiUIMAL PR08ECimON3 IN LoWER COUBTS. 

yumber of Cases Segun in Municipal, Police and District Court*, i 
before Trial Justices, in the Tear ending Sept. 30, 1904. 
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CRIMINAL PROSECUTIOXS. 



Cbiminal pROaECunOKS in Lower Courts — Con(tn«ed. 
Number of Cases Begun in Municipal, etc., Courts, etc. — Cootioued. 
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Crihinal PsosEcrmoKS in Lower Courts — Continued, 
dumber of Caiea Begun in Municipal, etc.. Courts, etc. — Contmned. 
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CRIMINAL PROSEOUTIOSS. 



Cbdomal PBOSBCDTiONa IN LowEK CouKTS — Continued. 
2fumber of Caaet Begun in Municipal, etc.. Courts, etc. — Concluded. 
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CKLMINAL PEOSEOUTIONS. 



Cbihinal Prosbcdtioms in Lower Courts — Continued. 
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Number of Sentencea imposed by Municipal, etc.. Courts, etc. — Concluded. 
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CEIMINAL PROSECUTIONS. 



Croiinal pROSECnrioNB IN Ia>wee Coukts — Continued. 
NuitiheT of Search Warrants, etc., in the MunicipcU, Police and Dis- 
trict Courts in the Tear STiding S^t. 30, 1904. 
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COURTS AND PRISO^TS. 



Courts and Prisons. 

Showing CoUTtS from which Prisoners were sentenced to State Prison, 

ReformatOTiea and the State Farm in the Year ending Sept. 30, 1904. 
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Industries in All the Prisons. 
Under the present law all the industries in the State Prison, the 
Massachusetts Reformatory, the Reformatory Prison for Women, 
the State Farm and the jails and houses of correction are subject tc 
the control of this Board, and reports concerning them are made at 
stated intervals by the principal officers of the institutions. The 
tables immediately following give information concerning prison 
work, which has been compiled from the reports of the officers. 



Table showing how Prisoners were occupied in the State Prison, the Massa- 
chusetts Beformalory, tJte Reformatory Prison for Women, the State 
Farm, and the Industrial Gamp on Sept. 30, 1904. 
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Table showing houi Prisoners were occupied, etc. — Concladed. 
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General Description of the Industries. 
There have been many restrictione put npon the prison industries 
in the last twenty years, and under the conditions established by the 
act of 1897 there now remain three plans under which prisoners may 
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be employed, although in some cases the employment is sharply 
limited by the statutes. At the State Prison some prisoners are 
employed on public-account and others on the public-use plan ; and 
the same may be said of the Reformatory Prison for Women. The 
Massachusetts Reformatory, in addition to these two plans, employs 
a few prisoners in caning chairs by the piece, this work furnishing 
useful occupation for the prisoners who are held in the third grade. 
The only manufacturing industry at the State Farm consists of cane- 
seating chairs, at which quite a large number of prisoners are em- 
ployed, and some other chair work, which furnishes occupation for 
less than 20 inmates. The houses of correction at Cambridge, 
Deer Island, Dedham, New Bedford and Pittsfield employ prisoners 
on public account, and a few of the prisoners in the Lowell Jail are 
kept at work in the same way. All the other Vork in the houses 
of correction is done by the piece, and consists of chair-caning, with 
the single exception of Springfield, where one industry, specially 
exempted by the law of 1897, is maintained. 



Table showing the Higher and Lowest Number of Prisoners employed in 
Each Induitry in the State Institviions during the Year ending Sept. 
30, 1904. 
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Table showing the Highest and Lowest Number of Prisoners employed in 
Each Industry in the Jails and Houses of Correction during the Tear 
ending Sept. 30, 1904. 
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Table relating to the Income from Industries in All Prisons during the 
Tear ending Sept. 30,-1904, and showing the Proportion of Sentenced 
Prisoners engaged upon the Industries on (fta( Date. 
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MAKING GOODS FOB PUBLIC USE. 



Table stiovdng the Number of Pritonera engaged upon Industriea i 
Prisons, Sept. 30, 2904. 
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Making Goods for Public Use, 
Since the last annual report a sample room has been fitted up at 
the State Prison for the exhibition of all the articles that can now 
be made by the labor of prisoners for the use of public institutions 
generally. The State Prison was selected as the place for this 
exhibit, because it is easy of access, and supplies a place where the 
principal officers of all the hospitals, prisons and asylums that are 
to use these goods may inspect them at the least possible incon- 
venience. It may be possible in the future, if additional accommoda- 
tions are afforded, to enlarge the scope of this work and to make 
farther improvements in the class of goods now produced ; but at 
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the present time it is not practicable to add to the list of articles, 
and the only change we can hope for is to improve the quality by 
continual experimenting, after obtaining the suggestions of the 
officers to whom these goods are sent. When the statute which 
required the use of these articles was enacted, it was believed tiiat 
the law could be put into operation witb less friction by placing 
reliance upon the co-operation of the officers, than by invoking the 
harsh measure of a penalty for non-compliance with it. The ex- 
perience under the act has justified this confidence in the principal 
officers. They have, as a rule, yielded not only a ready compliance 
with the law, but have been very considerate in the way of giving 
notice as to their' requirements, so that they could be met if 
possible. This condition, however, has depended wholly upon the 
personality of the officers, and of course a change in this respect 
might at any time bring about a state of afiairs that would make it 
difficult to administer the law with any degree of satisfaction ; and 
it is suggested that it may be advisable, for the sake of thoroughly 
systematizing the work, to provide some safeguard in the way of a 
plan of securing information and classification. At stated periods, 
the articles to be manu&ctured should be prescribed, and the price 
to be paid for them should be adjusted. 

During the year the State Prison has continued to make all the 
clothing sold to institutions. It has also furnished the boots and 
shoes and the hosiery, and some of the coarser kinds of cotton cloth. 
A large number of blankets are woven here, but none are sold until 
they are returned to the reformatory to be finished for the use of 
institutions. 

All the woolen cloth supplied to the different places has been made 
at the Massachusetts Reformatory, which also furnishes the cotton 
and woolen yarns. A large number of blankets has also been sold 
from the stock produced at Concord and Charlestown. Some orders 
for chairs and other furniture have also been filled at the reformatory. 

Last year a few looms were ma^e for the Reformatory Prison for 
Women, but after a short experiment with them it was found that 
they were too heavy for use at that place ; they will therefore be 
removed, and lighter ones will be provided. The looms here, like 
those at Concord and Charlestown, are to be operated by hand, and 
it is not the intention to make at Sherborn any more cloth than is 
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needed at that place. The Keformatory Prison for Women supplies 
from the general industry the white shirts needed in the different 
institutions, and there is here also a sewing room where women's 
dresses and many other garments are made. 

The Cambridge House of Correction makes brushes for public use, 
and also supplies the brooms and mats ordered by public institutions. 

Sales of Goods to Instiivtions during the Tear ending Sept 30, 1904. 

From the State Prison, }77,634 03 

Massachusetts Reformatory 69,483 32 

Reformatory PrisoD for Women, ...... 6,803 00 

Cambridge House of Correction, 4,295 49 

ll&7,1G5 84 
Industrial Camp for Prisoners. 
In addition to the ordinary employment for prisoners in the 
houses of correction, some work has been provided for them at 
the Temporary Industrial Camp for Prisoners, in Rutland. In the 
preliminary pages of this report there is an account of what has been 
done in this direction, with a description of the buildings, and some 
suggestions as to the farther development of this plan for employing 
prisoners. 



LiBRAKIES. 

From information contained in the annual reports received from 
the officers of the different prisons, the following tabular statement 
as to the number of volumes in the libraries has been prepared. The 
library of the State Prison shows an increase in the number of vol- 
umes, and the Massachusetts Reformatory has a great many more 
books than were reported last year. There is also a small increase 
in the number of volumes at the Reformatory Prison for Women. 
In some of the houses of correction, where the number of volumes 
does not greatly exceed the number of prisoners, all the books are 
in constant use, and frequent renewals are needed. During the year 
the library at the Pittsfield House of Correction has been rearranged, 
and, although there are not many more books than last year, they 
are in better condition and more accessible. 
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TcMe showing the Average Number of Prison^s for the Year ending Sept. 
30, 1904, arid the Number of Volumes in the Library of Each Prison 
named m this Report. 
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REPORT OF THE AGENT FOR AIDING DISCHARGED 
PRISONERS. 



Ta Ihe Board of Prison OommUsionera : 

During the year ending Sept. 30, 1904, aid waa furnished to 1,651 
discharged male priaoners, 1,147 of whom had been inmates of the 
Maasachuaetts Reformatory, 63 of the Temporary Induatiial Camp 
for Priaoners, in Rutland, 157 of the State Prison, 277 of the county 
prisons of this State, and 7 of prisons in other states. Those from 
the Massachusetts Reformatory and the Prison Camp were aided 
from the State appropriation for that purpose as follows : — 

Railroad fares to homes and places of empioynifsnt, . . (1,226 27 

Board while seeking work, 1,787 94 

Clothing, 1,136 10 

Tools 288 40 

Miscellaneons (emplojment fees, medicine, etc.), , . 117 10 

Total H,498 81 

The men released from State Prison this year, and others who had 
been released in previous years, were aided as follows : — 

BaUroad fares 9383 42 

Board 1,245 fifi 

aothing, 6S4 64 

Tool 113 84 

Miscellaneons, 61 76 

Total. 12,839 20 

The other 284 prisoners were helped from the funds of the Massa- 
chusetts Society for Aiding Discharged Convicts, at an outlay of 
n,396.26. 

Much hardship is prevented and considerable suffering relieved 
by the aid furnished to these unfortunate men and boys at a time 
when they moat urgently need it. Without some provision for their 
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encoursgemeat and help there is no doubt that many of those who 
are released would soon be in prison again, as with few exceptions 
they are without means upon their discharge. 

The status of the discharged prisoner has to some extent improved 
through the continued agitation in his behalf. It remains for the 
ex-prisoner to do more towards helping his own cause ; this he can 
do by so conducting himself as to win and keep the respect and con- 
fidence of those who are disposed to befriend him. Honesty, good 
conduct and faithfulness not only contribute to his own success, 
but make it easier for those who follow him from prison to secure 
recognition and opportunities. 

In making this report I am reminded of the men who have called 
during the year, and who are now striving to make an honest living. 
In their behalf let us hope that employers who find that unknowingly 
they have given work to an ex-prisoner will, when the feet comes to 
their knowledge, take pains to inquire into the particulars of the man's 
history and the circumstances of his ofience, instead of immediately 
dismissing him. If this is done, I believe that some will be able to 
retain their employment and prove themselves &ithful. 

With sincere thanks to all who have participated in this work, 

I am very respectfully yours, 

GEORGE E. CORNWALL, 

Agent. 
Rook 21, Statb Hocsb, Bobtok, Oct. 1, 1904. 
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REPORT OF THE AGENT FOR AIDING DISCHARGED 
FEMALE PRISONERS. 



I'o Ihe Board of Prison Commiatiimers -■ 

It has bceo said that '*He who converteth a thinner iroiii the error 
of hif) way shall save a soul from death." If thia is true in all cases, 
it must be true in the case of women who are saved from li^eB of 
vice and crime ; every woman rescued when only on the border line 
of viae and crime means a financial gain to the State, and a new 
world with hopeful possibilities for the woman. 

The work of this office goes on about the same as in former years, 
— the same unending round of visits, exhortations and counsel. The 
progress of the work may not be marked, but, viewing it from the 
beginning, considerable advancement has been made, especially 
recently, through the indeterminate sentence, in that the women's 
best energies are thereby stimulated. The indeterminate sentence 
calls out the best that is in her, not only while in prison, but in 
many cases when she leaves the prison. Already several wqmen 
have married and settled down to the stem realities of life, with a 
realizing sense of their obligations as free women and true citizens, 
respecting the rights of others, hoping in turn to be respected. 

It is a most difficult problem, or rather, series of problems, which 
confronts me, for each individual with whom I deal presents condL 
tiona somewhat different from any other individual. It is only 
through experience gained in actual work that one is enabled to reach 
a solution of the difficulties which are peculiar to the work in which 
I am engaged. 

Although one meets with many disappointments in this line of 
work, still there is much to encourage, if we look above the clouds 
for the sunlight. It comes oftentimes in the form of a letter from 
a woman who has won a victory over self and temptation. I recall 
one in particular received from a woman in Montana, who three 
years ago attempted to take her life, her remorse being so great 
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over her past life. I called at her lodging bouse just in time to save 
her, took her to a home, where she was well cared for till arrange- 
mects could be made for her transportation to Uontana. She was 
placed in a good home, where ahe is working to-day, — a trusted, 
honest woman. She writes : " I never have the slightest desire to 
return to the old life ; in fact, it is like a horrible dream. I am in 
a new world, with new thoughts and higher aspirations, and I mean 
to press on, with God's help, and not live for self alone, but to be 
kind and helpful to others less fortunate. It was your timely call 
and your words of comfort that saved me when in Boston. Now, 
with God's help and my own determination to live right and do 
right, I shall succeed." 

Surely life has no significance or importance but that which is 
given to it by the cud to which it leads. 

Of the 921 women furnished with employment last year, 517 still 
retain their places ; of 1,761 women who have been helped this year, 
998 have been furnished employment, 587 sent to home and friends, 
79 sent to hospitals, 4 to insane asylums, 35 have died and 58 have 
been married. 

The expenditures for the year ending Sept. 30, 1904, have been as 
follows : for food and lodging, IU76.63 ; clothing, J661.92 ; employ- 
ment fees, 161 ; travel, $907.35 ; boots, shoes, etc., $128.95 ; books, 
stationery, etc., 161.85; incidentals, $348.29; total, $2,845.99." 

In closing, I desire to extend my thanks to the Prison Commis- 
sioners, and to all ofiicials for their kindness and consideration. 

EespectfliUy submitted. 



Room fl, State House, Bobtom, Oct. 1, 1904. 



GEORGIA A. RUSSELL, 



• There haa been paid during the year to the Temporary Asylnra for Discharged Female 
Prisoners at Dedham the snm of #530, tor tbe Bnpport of women charged with crime whose 
maea were dlstmaed Of witbont senteoce. 



[« disposed or wItbont 
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